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13. September 24.—Review. The Exile and the Restoration. 
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2. October 8.—The Birth and Childhood of Jesus ..Luke 2 
3. October 15.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 


4 October 22—Jesus Tempted ............-.++5- Luke 4 : 1-30 
5. October 29—World-wide Prohibition — World's 
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Luke 4: 31 to § : 39 
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8. November 19.—Jesus_ the Friend of Sinners 
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Luke 9:1 to 10: 24 
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O IT now. Dowhat? Write to the fidvertiser 

to whosé wares you are attracted as they are 
set forth in the advertising pages of this issue. You 
have seen something you need. You may forget to 
. get it, if you « o not do it now. 




















Jesus is Christ 


By Annie Johnson Fiint 


’ Paul... .-testified . . . that Jesus was Christ.—Acts 18: 5. 
Jesus is not-the Christ. (Christian Science paper.) 


(Paul preached Christ crucified, unto the Greeks foolishness.— 
1 Cor. 1: 23.) 


HE Jesus of the foolish world 
Was not the One whom Paul had known ; 

They robbed Him of his kingly crown 

And called him man alone. 
Paul’s Jesus was a mighty Lord, 
Paul’s Jesus was the Living Word, 
Paul’s Jesus was the Christ of God, 

Who died for sinful men. 


But unto them which are called . . . Christ the power of G6d.— 
1 Cor. 1- 24.) 


The Jesus of the doubting world 
Is not the One we know to-day ; 

They preach “ another Christ” than ours 
To lead blind souls astray. 

Our Jesus is a mighty Lord, 

Our Jesus is the Living Word, 

Our Jesus is the Christ of God, 
Whe died and lives again. 











Who Has a Good Character ? 

When has a person a good character? Does un- 
swerving honesty entitle one to be called a good 
character? Is one of, clean moral life a good char- 


acter? Some months ago a prominent promoter of 
professional pugilism was charged with a crime, and 
various friends came to his defense. A man high 
up in America’s national life said that the promoter’s 
gambling house of some years previous had been 
of “excellent character”; that one always got a 
“square deal” there, and then he added: “I would 
not think that a man who ran a gambling house was 
necessarily of bad character any more than I would 
consider that a man who ran a church. was necessarily 
of good character.” The epigrammatic turn is a 
clever one; it might deceive some people. It is cer- 
tainly true that for a man to be at the head of a 
church does not necessarily guarantee that he is of 
good character. There have been tragic cases prov- 
ing this. But the human head of a Christian church 
may be of good character; while the man who runs 
a gambling house cannot, by any possibility, be other 
than a bad character as God defines character. Even 
a dictionary definition of character is: “Moral qual- 
ity; the principles and motives that control the life.” 
Our Lord once said, “None is good save one, even 
God.” Therefore none can be good, or_have really 
good character in God’s sight, save as God‘ controls 
that one’s life. And the only way God can control 
any one’s life is by actuglly making Himself that one’s 
life. Good character, then, is possible only through 
receiving Christ as Saviour, and then living under his 
Lordship. “He that hath the Son hath the life; he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not the life.” So 
character, in God's sight, is Christ. And the Good 
News is that whosoever will may.have Christ, and 
in him ma nag. Legato 
in Heaven. 


@ presence of 
yal 
Radio Accommodations 


Radio has its limitations.. A telephone expert 
was asked whether the marvelous discoveries’ and 
advances in radio were likely to replace the present 
system of wire telephony. He replied that they were 
not, for the following among other reasons: there 
is not sufficient ether in the atmosphere to carry 
more than a tiny part of the messages now carried 
by wire telephony. If a small fraction of the pres- 
ent number of wire-telephone messages were. at: 
tempted by radio, the ether could not begin to trans- 
mit them; it would be hopelessly overcrowded. What 


rejoice in 


a difference between this condition in the natural 
world of wireless, and that of the spiritual “ether” 
through which are transmitted believers’ “radio” 
messages to God! There is more than enough spirit- 
ual “ether” to carry straight to the throne of heaven 
and to the ear of God himself all the prayer mes- 
sages that are offered in the name of Christ, — and 
infinitely more than have ever yet been offered. God 
has pledged us his word that we cannot overcrowd 
his wireless system for hearing and answering. 


a 
Is Inspiration Inadequate ? 


God’s wonders cannot be fully compassed in 
human words. You cannot “drain the ocean with a 
teacup,” and finite human language cannot tell all 
there is to know about our infinite God. Many a 
Christian, knowing “the love of Christ which pass- 
eth knowledge” and “filled unto all the fulness of 
God,” is so overwhelmed by wonder and joy ‘that he 
longs for some way to express thanksgiving beyond 
any words at his command. Did the inspired writers 
of the Bible have this experience? When “holy men 
of God -spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost” were they conscious of being unable to say 
what they longed to say? A Christian leader re- 
cently voiced a thought that we often hear,. as. he 
said: “The thing that impresses me more and more 
is that these writers [of the Bible] could not find 


language adequate to express what they were con- 
sani sedi ig, Ta mea Som Hap 
and~it “HKE'a tribute to the” . But it is 
not. Unconsciously it is -a-minimizing or denying 
of inspiration. When the Holy Spirit gave to men 
“the sacred writings which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation,” the Holy Spirit said all that he 
wanted and intended to say. We must remember that 
God, not’ man; made- human language. The Creator 
of man, the Creator of human language, the revealer 
of the deep and hidden things of God, ufdertook 
to write through men a perfect Book which should 
fully reveal to men all that he wanted them to know. 
Was this unique, supernatural inspiration, this “God- 
breathing” of the Bible, inadequate? Is it true fhat 
these holy men of old could not find the necessary 
language to express what they sought to express? 
The question answers itself, with God’s all suffi- 
cient, all perfect Book in our hands and our hearts. 


Guidance 


“He leadeth Me” ( Psa. 23 : 2) 


God guides us by his Word. 


HE Word of God is ‘our supreme means of 

guidance. Wherever it speaks plainly upon 

any problem the child of God need seek no 
farther. or its authority is final. No Christian, 
for example, needs special guidance as to whether 
he is called to the consecration of his life to his 
Lord. The Word of God is absolutely clear in its 
eall to all. Romans 12:1 is addressed to all be- 
lievers—and beseeches ys as “brethren” to present 
our bodies a living sacrifice to God. So no believer 
needs special guidance as to whether he is called to 
live a holy life. The Word distinctly declares, “This 
is the will of God—even our sanctification.” No 
believer needs any special guidance against’ bitter- 
ness, censoriousness, and evil-speaking. The great 
command of God’s Word is that we should “love one 
another, even as Christ loved us.” Wherever, there- 
fore, the Word of God applies to our lives, its au- 
thority is supreme — and no guidance beyond it need 
be sought. 


Editor’s Note.— Who does not have problems of guid- 
ance which send the soul to the Word and to Spirit- 
taught Christian friends, asking just such questions as 
are so satisfyingly answered on this page? This article, 
which will be concluded on next week’s editorial pages of 
The Sunday School Times, is a new, hitherto unpublished 
study by Mr. James H. McConkey, author of “The Three- 
fold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” “Prayer,” “Revelation,” 
and other booklets and leafiets. It*may be liad in leaflet 
form, free, from the Silver Publishing Company, Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh, supported by free will offerings. 





God may also guide us by circumstances, 


God would not ordinarily lead a blind man to a 
work requiring great keenness of vision. Nor would 
he call a deaf man to a service demanding the sharp- 
est of -hearing. Neither would an unlearned man be 
led in a mission field to a translation work requiring 
a highly educated one. In such cases circumstances, 
unless. they were changed,* would seem to be con- 
clusive guidance. Yet this is not true of all cir- 
cumstances. For Satan may also enter into this 
sphere of circumstances and so manipulate them as 
woefully to deceive even God’s own children. The 
case of the Gibeonites is strikingly in point. God 
had warned Joshua to make no covenant with the 
Canaanites. But the Gibeonites were inhabitants of 
Canaan. So they devised a clever scheme to deceive 
Joshua and the princes of Israel into the belief that 
they were from a far-off land. To this end, among 
other things they brought moldy bread. This, they 
said, they had taken hot from their ovens when 
they started from their alleged distant home. The 
journey was so long that it had grown moldy by the 
way and they showed it to buttress their deception. 
Then follows the striking statement (Josh. 9:14) ? 
“And the men [that is, the Israelites] received them 
by reason of their victuals [margin] and asked not 
counsel at the mouth af the Lord.” That is, Joshua 
and his elders accepted the circumstances of the 
moldy bread as conclusive without testing it out in 
prayer and waiting upon God. The result was disas- 
trous. They made a covenant with an enemy people 
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contrary to the command of God. The teaching for 
the Christian here is luminously clear. Circumstances 
should ordinarily be tested in the place of waiting 
and the chamber of prayer in order that God may 
either confirm them as being of himself, or show us 
that they are being used by our great adversary 


to beguile us. 
a & 3 


God also guides us by the Spirit. 


Years ago a godly pastor overseas named Blum- 
hardt was greatly used of God in prayer for the 
healing of the sick. Ere he prayed for healing he 
was wont to wait upon God in prayer to ascertain 
his will as to healing the individual before him. He 
testified that when he first began to pray in this 
way it often took him hours to. ascertain the will 
of God in the matter. But after the lapse of a 
couple of years of coming to God in this way he 
stated that often he would scarcely turn to God in 
prayer ere the answer would come, almost instantly, 
He had learned by much experience to know the 
mind of God as to the healing of the sick ene be- 
fore him. 

This illustrates what is probably the most import- 
ant lesson for the Christian’ as to the guidance of 
the Spirit. It is that such guidance is learned only 
by a close, continuous, experimental walk with God, 
and in«no other way. Such a walk is fraught with 
reat blessing to the child of God. Any other is 
eset with peril. What that peril is the Word re- 
veals when it says: “Try the spirits whether they 
be of God.” Plainly we are taught here, as else- 
where, that there are other spirits than the Spirit of 
God. These are spirits of evil. Their business is 
to deceive and lead astray. And only by such. an 
experimental knowledge as the godly pastor named 
above had acquired can we ourselves be preserved from 
the danger of their ifsidious misleadings. How do 
you dearn to recognize a human voice? Never from 
another's description of it. You must actually hear 
that voice again and again until you are able un- 
erringly to recognize and distinguish it from all 
other voices. This was the way Blumhardt came 
to know his great Shepherd’s voice. Nor is there 
~ other way for us to know it. 

or— 
*_ * * + 


There is no royal road to guidance. 


It is taught only in,God's school. And there only 
can it be learned. We must be willing to sit on the 
primary benches, if necessary, to master all its les- 
sons. For guidance is one of the severest tests of 
the Christian’s walk with God, It touches his life 
at every point- Prayer; knowledge of the Word; 
personal temperament; tendency to haste; advice of 
friends; reliance upon our own wisdom; impatience 
with delays ;. submission to .the ‘will of God in all 
matters" in question —all ‘these and many more, be- 
come factors in seeking guidance; and they test to 
the limit our. personal walk with God. ‘No experi- 
ence is more common in the believer's life than. to 
cothe into the place of absolute perplexity as to 
which of two paths to take, which of two possible 
courses of action to follow. And while there are 
times when the crisis is met with comparative ease, 
there are others when our perplexity is extreme. as 
to what we shall do at the parting of the ways. 
Then every lesson of prayer, experience, and knowl- 
edge of God’s Word comes into play and helps to 
illumine our pathway and make clear our course of 


action. 
* * * * 


God’s great clarifier in guidance is — waiting. 


Sometimes you draw from the faucet a glass of 
water which is muddy and turbid. How do you 
“clear it? You place the glass of muddy water on 
your table. Moment by moment the sediment de- 
posits at the bottom of the glass. Gradually the 
water tes clearer. In a few moments it is so 
clear that you may distinguish objects through it. 
It has all been brought about simply by waiting. 

The law is the same in the realm of guidence. Here, 
too, God’s great precipitant is— waiting. We face 
some situation needing his guidance. It is full of 
uncertainty. We seek to peer through it as through 
the glass of turbid water. But we cannot see. The 
One thing to do is to wait. As We da so the sedi- 
ment slowly settles.: The situation clears. Things 
take on new proportions, new adjustments. The tri- 
fling things assume their proper place of insignificance. 
The big things loom up into their proper importance. 
Waiting is the solution of it all. The time element 
is the supremely essential! factor. The vast majority 
of our mistakes come from neglect of it. Haste is 
more often a trap of Satan than it is a necessity of 
guidance. “They which believe shall not make haste” 
is true hefe as in many other crises. 


e 4 * * * & 


Guidance is sometimes extraordinary, sometimes 

4 ordinary. 

me 
Paul’s guidance to the open door in Macedonia 
by the vision of the man who stood there beseech- 
ing him; Peter’s vision of the sheet let down from 
heaven to show the broadening of the Gospel stream 
to the Gentiles; the disciples’ guidance to the upper 
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chamber. for the passover by the man with the pitcher 
who led them to it; the wise-men’s guidance from 
the faraway East by the star which at length stood 
over the Christ-child—all these are instances of 
extraordinary guidance. And all of us have had 
examples of such extraordina guidance. Some 
gteat text flashes out of the Word to make our 
pathway luminous with its teaching; some striking 
circumstance rears itself in our path as a clear fin- 
ger-board of guidance; some strong, steadfast pres- 
sure of the Spirit stays with us until we see that it 
is clearly of God,—all these are cases of the ex- 
traordinary in guidance. Yet we need to remetnber 
that. God also. guides by the usual.as well ‘as the 
unusual, And it would spell disaster for us to insist 
upon the extraordinary when God may be leading us 
by the-ordinary-- The guidance of King Saul at- the 
mouth of the prophet is a clear case of God combin- 
ing the unusual with the usual... Saul was to- meet 
two men at Rachel’s tomb who would tell him of 
the finding of his father’s straying herd. A little 
farther on he would. meet three men bearing pro- 
visions who would give to him from their supply. 
Stil later would come a company of prophets, and 
their spirit. of »rophecy was to fall upon Saul, who 
would himself »rephesy. These were all cases of 
extraordinary guidance. But when these had come 
to pass—then, said Samuel, “Do as occasion serves 
thee.” That is, at this point the extraordinary guid- 
ance was to cease and the ordinary to begin. Now 
he was to use his God-guided. judgment concerning 
each circumstance as it arose, and take each step as 
Occasion demanded. This brings us naturally to our 
next truth. 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 
































Over the Top—into Starving Russia 


Mr. Hellyer, ef the Christian Testimony to 
Jews, Mr. Palmer, of Berachah Church, Philadelphia, 
and their.party were on the -border-line in Poland 
when Mr. Palmer last wrote, but the way had been 
opened to ge over into Russia.to help save the 
6,000,000 starving people who have not the price of 
a single pound of flouriess black bread, which costs 
50,000 rubles. Mr. Palmer's last letter, “Saving Life 
in Ukrainia,” appeared in The Sunday School Times 
of August 26. The two brief notes here tell of his 
entry into and return from Russia. 

In a note written August 10, Mr. Palmer states 
that he had spent Sunday, August 6, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, in Brussels. He expected to meet Mr. 
Philip ©. Howard, President of The Sunday School 
Times Company, on August 11, and they were to. at- 
tend a conference held under the auspices of the 
Japan Evangelistic Band at Swanwick. Mr. Palmer 
was booked to sail for America on August 19, and 
will have landed by the time this issue is in the mails, 
He brings back with him a burning message o 
Russia’s dire need of bread —for body and soul. 

Writing under date of July 15 from Kiev, 
Ukrainia, he says: : 

“Before we left America I saw in The Sunday 
School Times office something like the following: 

“It can’t be done — 
But here it is!’ 


“If you please, we are saying this from Russia! 
The land which we were assured on all sides, 
in America before we left, and in Europe after we 
arrived, we could not enter! The iron gates keep 
opening before us, im answer to prayer. 

“From Zdolbunowo we were thirty-two hours to 
this place. It was considered a modern city once, 
but it has been hard hit. The first part of our journey 
to the border line was made in a short time, and we 
arrived there about noon. In ‘an unsanitary place 
we had to wait until the next morning at three o’clock 
our time (or six, Russian time). 

“We had expected the Diplomatic Car to take us 
in, but there was a fearful wreck down the road 
while we were waiting, and several cars were burned 
up, with some two hundred or more people. The 
next morning an emergency train was made up, and 
we shared the accommodations with the Soviet rep- 
resentatives, 
with two rows of boards above like shutters, for 
people to stretch out and go to sleep. 

“One end of the car, however, was reserved for 
us, so we were together. It also gave us an op- 
portunity to see real life here—fifteen hours for 
about four hundred miles’ travel. 

“The next lower class was the freight car, with 
people huddled on the bottom and no seats, and stxrth 
class was the top of the freight car! We are hav- 
ing a good time and seeing something of the life 
here. While waiting all night at the border town, 
we slept on a long plank table, with no blankets 
above or below. 


fourth class—hard wooden benches, : 
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“We ex to proceed to Kharkov, the capital, 
within a. day or two. We are having conferences 
here with the President of the Baptist Churches of 
Ukrainia —about one thousand of them —and with 
the Superintendent of the Evangelical Churches of 
the District of Kiey, and should able to get most 
valuable information for our relief work. We think 
we shall have the Diplomatic Car for our next trip, 
and hope to have the same car, or at least satisfactory 
arrangements, if we decide to go from the capital to 
Moscow and Petrograd.” 

And on July 30, Mr. Palmer sent this note from 
Warsaw, Poland: ~ 

“In and out of Russia, for both of which I praise 
God. We entered Thursday, July 13, and I crossed 
the border returning, Thursday, July 27,— just two 
weeks later to a day. “2 

“I went to Kiev, and then on to Kharkov, the 
capital of Ukrainia, a place of nearly one and One- 
half million people, where we sought interviews with 
the Soviet authorities, so as to make the best ar- 
rangements possible for our future relief work. I 
believe our arrival at Kiev and our meeting with 
the Christians there was providential: There has 
been much suffering among believers; and we were 
able ‘to give aid, to comfort them, and to receive in 
return their warm greetings and letters of appre- 
ciation to their brethren in America. Preliminary 
relief has also been sent to Ekaterinoslay and Odessa, 
until Mr, Hellyer and the other brethren in our party. 
can reach these cities. 

“Conditions where I was are almost indescribable, 
but the great famine district of Ukrainia is to the 
south of where I visited, and this is where Mr. 'Hell- 
yer and the others are to proceed next. I have ob- 
tained much’ valuable information and a knowledge 
of the real situation —such as I could not possibly 
have gotten without a visit to the spot. Continue 
with me in earnest prayer that God may be glorified 
through this trip, and that he may use us to pre- 
serve life. 

“It took me three days and nights of continuous 
railroad travel to reach Warsaw from Kharkov. I 
am resting now for two or three days, and waiting 
for Mr. Hellyer, who is to accompany me as far as 
Berlin before he proceeds to Odes$a.” (Gifts for this 
work may be sent to Mr. Edward A. Steele, Treas- 
urer, 1600 Arch Street, Philadelphia.) 


Po 
Modernism and Morals. 


A Christian woman recently wrote a letter of 
inquiry to a college professor who is a_ personal 
friend of the editors of The Sunday School Times, 
and who stands unequivocally for the fundamentals 
of the evangelical Christian faith. Her letter throws 
such light on the present situation in our colleges as 
well as in our churches generally that it is, with the 
permission of the writer, published here, but with- 
out mentioning names or places, as the purpose of 
its publication is not to criticize individuals as such 
but to show the perilous tendencies of the times, and 
the need for parents to safeguard their children. 


I know your college is strong on the divinity of 
Christ, and I am coming to you for some information. 
I have an adopted boy in University, and he is 
telling me a lot of things that he seems to have heard 
from a Professor of I want to know about 
this man. Just what is he teaching, where can I get 
some of his books, and am I safe in reading them if-I 
do it to try to help this boy back to his simple faith 
in Christ? 


_ The professor about whom this mother inquires 
is one of the most outstanding and widely known 
Higher Critics in America. Her letter continues: 


My boy tells me that this professor, in a lecture at 
their university, told the students that Christ approves 
of the dance, the theaters, Sunday baseball and golf, 
and the like. He [my boy] went away last Septem- 
ber strong in his faith, but came back at Christmas 
time cynical, and saying that he is determined to go 
back to dancing and anything else that he wishes in 
the way of amusements. With a student of his men- 
tality I must be careful how I reason with him. 

He has not lost all faith in the Bible, but if I can 
read that professor’s books, and prove by the Scriptures 
that he has no ground for his teaching, I may be able 
to help the boy, who is a member of the church and 
who taught against these things in which he now be- 
lieves; in. our Sunday-school last summer he was one 
of our best teachers. He is also one of the Christian 
Endeavorers of his county. What he believes and 
teaches means so much where his influence is so great. 

If the professor is teaching against the divinity of 
Christ it will mean something in destroying his influ- 
ence over the boy,.for he has not yet gone so far that 
he thinks Christ is not divine. 











While this professor may or may not have denied 
the unique deity of our Lord, his denials of the in- 
tegrity and authority of the Bible are so frank and 
devastating that it should be an easy matter to show 
any true Christian the inevitable end of such teach- 
ing. Fuller personal information has been sent to 
this mother. The case is a striking illustration of 
the certain breakdown in ethics that follows the re- 
jection of the Word of God. We cannot believe 
wrong and live right, much less show others how 
to live right. This is not man’s -qpinion; it is God’s 
Word that declares that “without faith it is im- 
possiblé to be well-pleasing unto him” (Heb. 11:6). 
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New Thought for Children | 


By Marian MacLean Finney 

















of New 


missionary movement 


HE latest a 

Thought, quite distinct from their Sunday- 

schools but in a sense growing out of them, is 
“The Children’s Church.” 

For years every “New Thought Center,” as they 
call their meeting-places, has had a Sunday-school 
similar to Christian Sunday-schools in form but not 
in teaching. In such Sunday-schools there is an open- 
i ible reading, a something 

ch takes the place of prayer, some participation 

by the children as, tor example, the reciting of the 
Beatitudes, then the dismissing to classes formed on 
the basis of age. Here the lesson for the day is 
taught according to their peculiar views, using the 
publications from the Unity School of. Christianity, 
of Kansas City. Last of all, as the children leave, 
they are given reading matter, sometimes New 
Thought magazines, but not infrequently some of 
our: own denominational story papers. This is quite 
safe, even for a Sunday-school whose teaching is the 
opposite of ours, since the papers referred to are 
said to “furnish clean entertainment and moral tales 
with no. embarrassing references to anything dis- 
tinctly Christian !” | : 

‘The New-Thought Sunday-school has long existed 
with greater or less success. It failed, however, in 
not being sufficiently missionary in scope. True, a 
few outsiders were brought in now and then, but not 
in satisfying numbers. In order to minister to chil- 
dren outside of New Thought homes they were or- 
ganized into “Good Words Clubs,” meeting weekly 
with interesting proceedings and no restrictions as 
to the religion their members must profess. It was a 
happy thought! -The club membership expanded as 
amazingly among. neighborhood children as it had 
previously grown among their elders, for discern- 
ing indeed must be the parent who would refuse to 
allow a child to join an organization of such excellent 
aims! .Its motto is represented by the three wise 
monkeys: “See no evil, héar no evil, speak no evil.” 
Membership rules are as follows: 

1. There is no chdtge “for merfbership™ ait no 

:, dues, -although -freewill offerings are received from 
those who desire to help -financially. : 

2. Members are “to avoid subjects of gossip, 
anxiety, criticism; « foolishness,- impurity, » untruth- 
fulness, crime, fear; nagging, complaining, sickness, 
poverty, and anger. 

3. Members are expected to report once’a month 
to the Central ‘Secretary. All that will be re- 
quired is a mere statement to the effect that the 
member is trying arid is succeeding in replacing idle 
words with good ones. , 

4. Each member is to secure at Jeast one new 
member each year. 


Starting a “Tremendous” Movement 
But while these statements of purpose embody New 
Thought ideals they. are not taught with sufficient 
clearness.: A missionary effort of greater magnitude 
—the Children’s Church — designed not only to at- 
tract children of other faiths but also to gain their 
parents to New Thought by the well-known road of 
interest in the little ones, has been started in Los 
Angeles with the idea of extension elsewhere if the 
experiment proves successful here. Its founder par- 
tially explains the object thus: 
. “After several years in the work of practical psy- 
chology, I have come to believe fhat the greatest 
‘thing one can do is to help children to realize the 
power within’ them ,and how to use it. Children 
more readily accept what is told them, make the 
knowledge practical, and use it in their lives more 
quickly than do adults. We are starting a move- 
ment which will be perfectly tremendous later On.” 
New Thoughtists believe in affirmations, and so 
this statement was repeated with emphasis two or three 
times, as if the speaker were. trying to make herself 
believe it: % 
“We are starting a movement which will broaden 
and widen and deepen until it becomes a torrent, 
for these children of to-day are going to be the 
governors, the business men, the administrators of 
to-morrow.” 


Oddly familiar, is it not? These ideas are intro- 
duced as strictly original! It is even planned to 
“have the novelty” of a children’s choir and or- 
chestra. The proceedings differ from the Sunday- 
school, however, in having no adjournment to classes 
for lesson study. Rather, it follows the form of the 
Junior Church, with a sermon-address on a subject 
chosen by the leader, but how lamentably different 
is its teaching from God’s Word! 

The services are held in a theater building cen- 
trally located, the upper floors of which are occupied 
by the National College of Dancing, the Christadel- 





man Absalom safe?” David was 
ing that question. You will be too 
asking it about your children, 

i been en- 


page, and by the destructive criticism of 
God’s Word with which children are being fed all 
too often in grammar schools, high schools, col- 
leges and universities. Are you doing for your 
children in your home what Old Testament par- 
ents were commanded to do? (Deut. 6 : 6, 7.) 








phian Ecclesia, the Spiritualist Church, the Los An- 
geles Society of Applied Psychology, the Home of 

ruth, and like-minded tenants. In a small but light 
and airy auditorium on the third floor, a sweet-faced 
young woman is tastefully arranging a quantity of 
owers. This finished, she goes through the audi- 
ence, greeting each individual with a charming smile 
and a few friendly words, asking the names but 
making no written record of attendance. 

Although it is eleven o’clock in the morning, and 
time to begin the service, she does not pull out a 
watch nor in any way evince restlessness or haste: 
Perhaps this is the reason why even the very small- 
est child present is entirely quiet, a state of mind 
which is. shared as well by late-comers. There is 
no card on the door rudely to announce :“You ARE 
LATE,” and so they take their seats calmly, without 
the usual noise. No matter how late the arrival, no 
one is greeted by a frown, or an exhortation to 
“please be on time in future”; nothing but that smile 
of greeting flashed from the platform and a vague 
sense of having missed age rae worth while. How 
few of-our own Sunday-schools have ever tried a 
plan like this! 


The Kind of Songs They Sing 
A young girl plays the piano and they sing one 

of their favorite hymns, set to a tune pretty and 
easily learned, but not ,.“lively”, as. we. ¢rroneously 
insist that much of our Sunday-sehodl music shall be: 

“Open my eyes that I may séé P 

Glimpses of Truth Thou hast for ,me. > 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Chorus: 

“Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see, 

Open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit Divine. 

“Open my ears that I may“hear 

Voices of Truth Thou sendest clear, 

And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. 

“Open my mouth and let me bear 

Gladly, the warm Truth- everywhere. 

Open my heart and let me prepare, 

Love with Thy children thus to share.” 


The Scripture reading is from the Twenty-third 
Psalm, not the whole of it, but only the first verse. 
This is read by the leader, explained by a. little 
story of a modern shephetd boy, the verse is re- 
peated two or three times to emphasizé the various 
thoughts it suggests, and is finally recited in unison 
by: the audience. 

“Can we not make it real to us?” asks the leader. 
“Let us remember this verse all the week by saying 
it over and over to ourselves, so that next Sunday 
we can take the second verse and learn that. But 
remember the lesson for to-day: God is our Father, 
and we shall not want for anything.” 

The writer was slightly dazed, Bible reading gener- 
ally in our Sunday-schools and Junior Churches being 
interpreted to mean great chunks of Scriptural truth 
broken off and passed around with no time allowed 
to break them into the crumbs of understanding 
which ‘perfect assimilation requires. But conjecture 
as to the wisdom of this or that method was cut 
short by’a call from the leader “to enter into our 
Silence,” and her prefacing remarks: 

“Has any one ever seen a little red heart on a 
valentine? Well, hidden deep in our bodies is a 
heart just like that, pumping red blood through Ihit- 
tle roadways called ‘arteries’ which carry supplies of 
energy and health to all parts of the body. Let us 
look into our own beautiful red hearts and give to 
our minds love — love — love —love —just as the 
heart is giving blood to the tissues.” 

The speaker folded her hands and closed her eyes, 
the audience doing likewise. A prayer attitude with- 
out prayer; a looking within instead of looking up; 
and here is the most serious point of difference be- 
tween their faith and ours. “New Thought believes 
that God dwells in man, so they pray to the God 
within and not to the absentee God of the Chris- 
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tians ... for true va is bringing the conscious 
mind inte touch with the Universal Mind.” Never- 
theless, the Lord’s Prayer was fervently repeated by 
all present at the close of the “Silence,” and this was 
followed by another hymn, “There is naught but 
peace in the realm of the True.” 

Without preamble the leader now began her ad- 
dress, a simple, reverent talk on “Love, because that 
is the word we must carry everywhere, for it was 
the Jesus word. No two things can be in the same 
place at the same time, so if irritations and anrioy- 
ances and hurts come, just close the eyes and ears 
to them and fill the heart with thoughts of love — 
love — love.” 

Being Led by “the Within’! 

The writer neglected her note-book to steal a 
glance at the absorbed faces around her. Evidently 
the message was finding willing hearers. My pencil 
resumed its effort to keep up with the speaker: 

“No matter how young the child, as soon as he 
realizes the thought of Jesus, he knows he will get 
anything he may ask. ‘The Father within, He doeth 
the work,’ said Jesus, and every one hath the Father 
within. All you need to do is to close your eyes and 
look down into your own heart and then begin to ask 
the Father for what you want, just as if you were 
talking to some one on the telephone. You know 
how that is. You cannot see the person you are 
talking to, but you know some One is there, Eomoler 
and answering, so just ask the dear, listening Father 
for what you want and trust him to show you how 
to get it because he has promised to give us what 
we ask.” The statement was most emphatic. 

This amazing interpretation of prayer was fol- . 
lowed by a story meant to illustrate the point, and 
after promising an even more interesting tale for 
the next Sunday, the leader turned her attention to 
a sermonette for the parents on “How to answer 
children’s questions,” advising them just to look deep 
into their own hearts, “and ask to be led by ‘The 
Within’ to do the right thing.” 

Announcements followed: notices of New Thought 
lectures at various places and times; a New Thought 
library always open to the public; and then an im- 
portant remark concerning the Children’s Church. 
“We must build a Children’s Temple with porches 
and easy steps. I know it can be done. The chil- 
dren themselves will make it possible by using through 
the week the thoughts given here on Sunday, and so 
making practical the work started in this one room.” 

_ The offertory was a hymn sung by the congrega- 
tion: 














“Always with me! I can never 
Stray beyond His tender care, 
For our God is omnipresent, 
Here and there and everywhere.” 


There were four similar verses, and then the audi- 
ence was dismissed, not with the benediction to which 
we are accustomed, but by a handclasp from the 
leader as each individual left the room, most of them 
with New Thought literature for distribution. 

A simple and reverent and beautiful service? Oh, 
yes, and that is where much of the danger lies. The 
menace is not in numbers,—at least not yet, for 
the effort is still in its infancy, — but in the insidious 
doctrine implanted in minds too young to dis¢rim- 
inate: between right and wrong. The children who 
come here will learn of Jesus merely as a spiritually- 
minded teacher, not as the Saviour of sin-brokea 
lives, and his words will be interpreted by New 
Thought to mean an entirely Opposite thing from ~ 
what they really mean. They will call themselves 
“Christians” onl yet repudiate the foundation stone 
of Christianity, the Atonement; for, says New 
Thought, if God dwells within man, it is impossible 
for any separation to have occurred, and so there is 
no need of an Intermediary or a Saviour. 

These children will not have sin mentioned to 
them, nor any suggestion of their’ own moral weak- 
ness or need of aid outside of themselves. They will 
be told that their own will power is sufficient. New 
Thought does not deny that evil exists, but it seeks 
to think constructively only, believing that any refer- 
ence to evil weakens and debases the mind, which 
should hold nothing but good. The cultivation of a 
proper mental attitude is therefore all important, they 
teach, especially since a mind in touch with the 
Supreme Mind 1s able to tap the real Source of power 
and thereby to obtain whatever material benefits are 
desired. It will be explained to these little ones that 
a person who is sick or poor or unhappy is in this 
condition merely because of false thinking; that 
such adversities can be avoided and will be overcome 
just as soon as the right mental attitude, for which 
every one must strive, is attained. 

(Continued on page 539) 
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Mastering Luke’s Gospel 





By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








published last week, considered the place of Luke's Gospel in 
was, and the preface to his biography 


of our Lord. These two articles have 


been published in pamphlet , and may be ordered from The Sunday School Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
lin a tb anedum $3 a hundred, or 4 cents each. 


V. The Aim of Luke 


HERE seems to be no doubt that as Matthew de- 
picts Christ as the King of the Jews by adducing 
; prophecies, Mark as the Servant of Jehovah, 
. showing his personal. greatness, and John as the Son 
of God, Soctering his heavenly origin, so Luke, by sim- 
ply letting the facts speak, aims to present him as 
the Man, the ideal of humanity, with special refer- 
ence to his being the Saviour of the world. : 
Dr. D. S. Gregory, in “Why Four Gospels?” thinks 
that as Matthew was written for the Jews and Mark 
for the Romans, so Luke was intended especially for 
the Greeks, giving a picture of Christ as the ideal 
of perfect manliness. The Greeks emphasized the 
three elements of reason, humanity, and universal- 
ity, and laid special stress on ion, refinement, 


and ‘culture. In like manner, it is argued, Luke has: 


for his central idea, first the record of the outward 
aspect of: Jesus Christ as conveying accurate his- 
tory, and then the record of the internal aspect of 
this historical human personage as being the Divine 
Saviour of all manniéd, Dr. Gregory maintains that 
the omissions and additions which characterize this 
Gospel all illustrate these features which thus show 
its suitableness for the Greek mind. It is probable 
that this idea has» been somewhat overpressed, but 
there is no reasonable doubt that the Gospel does pre- 
eminently depict Jesus Christ as a Divine man. 

In The Sunday School Times, 1889, p. 802, it is 
said that the Gospels are informal memoirs based on 
some central idea. In Acts 10: 33-44, so it is’ main- 
‘tained, we have a specimen of the primitive Gospel, 
with four great lines: (1) “To him give all the 
prophets witness,” answering to Matthew’s Gospel; 
(2) “who went about any 2 good,” answering 
to Mark’s Gospel; (3) “he is Lord of all,” answer- 
ing to Luke’s Gospel; (4) “God was with him,” 
answering to John’s Gospel. 


VI, The Analysis of Luke’s Gospel 


One writer suggests as the key to this Gospel, “the 
second man is the Lord from heaven,” thus indicat- 
ing Christ as Man and Christ as Lord. Another 
says Luke is complementary to Matthew, Matthew 
recording the temporal, and Luke the universal, re- 
lations of Christ to the world. 


I. The Introduction. 1: 1-80. 


1. Character and Purpose of the Book, verses 1-4. 

2. The Angel and Zacharias, 5-25. 

3. The Angel and Mary, 206-38. 

4. Mary and Elisabeth, 39-56. 

5. — and Circumstances of John the Baptist, 
57-50. 


II. The Infancy and Youth of Jesus. 2: 1-52. 


1. The Birth, verses 1-7. 

2. The Shepherds, 8-20. 

3. The Presentation in the Temple, 21-39 (Simeon 
and Anna). 

4. The Passover, 41-50. 

5. The Years at Nazareth, 40, 51, 52. 


Til. The Forerunner and His Work. 3: 1-22. 
_1. The Beginning, verses 1-6. 

2. The Preaching and its Results, 7-14. 

3. The Testimony to Christ, 15-18. 

4. The Imprisonment, 19, 20. 

5. The Baptism of Christ, 21, 22. 


IV. The Ministry in Galilee. 3:23 to 9:50. 
a. The Introduction, 3:23 to 4: 13. 
2. The Beginning, 4: 14-44. 
3. The Opposition, 5:1 to 6: 11. 
4. The Center, 6:12 to 8: 56. 
5. The Close, 9: 1-50, 


V. The Ministry in Perea. 9:51 to 18: 30. 

1. First Stage: Evangelization and Opposition, 9: 
51 to 13: 21. 

2. Second Stage: Condemnation and Extension, 13: 
22 to 17: 10. 

3. Third Stage: Close, 17: 11 to 18:30 

VI. The Ministry in Jerusalem. 18:31 to 24:53. 
1. The Opening, 18: 31 to 19: 48. 

2. The Controversies, 20: 1-47. ‘ 
2 gThe Work with the Twelve, 21: 1-38. 

‘4. The Preparation. for the Crucifixion, 22: 1-53. 
5. The Death and Resurrection, 22: 54 to 24:53. 
N, B.—Other outlines should be compared_ with 

this, especially those by Dr. C. R. Erdman and Dr. G. 

Campbell Morgan. It is also very useful to test all 

other outlines by making our own. 


VIL. Chief Characteristics of Luke’s Gospel 


The leading ideas of Luke spring from the circum- 
stances and tendencies of his own life. Among the 
outstanding features of the Gospel, the following 
call for specigl study: 


1. It is the Gospel of Praise. It begins (chap. 1) 
and ends (chap. 24) with joy. The Samaritan leper 
lorifies God. (17: 16-18). The first hymns of the 
Christian Church are here: the Gloria in Excelsis 
13:40) the Magnificat (1: 46-55); the Benedictus 
(1:68-80), and the Nunc Dimittis (2: 29-32). 

2. It is the Gospel of Prayer.” Not only are Christ’s 
prayers emphasized, but there are two parables on 
prayer only found here (18: 1-14). 

. It is the Gospel of Childhood. There is a great 
fulness of detail in regard to John the Baptist and 
Christ (chaps. 1, 2). 

4. It is the Gospel of Womanhood. The records 
of Elisabeth (chap. 1); Mary and Martha (10: 38- 
42); the widow of Nain Trash: the women 
who ministered to Christ (8:2, 3); the weeping wo- 
men on the way to the cross (23: 27-31) ; the woman 
a sinner (7: 37-50). 

5. It is the Gospel of Tolerance. Note the refer- 
ences to Samaritans (10:33; 17:16); to the ten 
lepers (17:12); and the teaching of 9: 52-56. 

6. It is the Gospel of Humanity. Christ’s life is 
so depicted at each stage (2: 4-7; 2:21, 22, 40, 52). 

7. It is the Gospel of the Poor. The shepherds 
(chap. 2); the teaching of 6: 20-25; 16: 19-31. 

8. It is-the Gospel of the Outcast. The sinner (7: 
37), the Samaritan (10: 33), the prodigal (15). 


9. It is the Gospet of Grace. - This is in harmony 
with Paul’s teaching. See chapters 7 and 15. Grace 
means primarily beauty, and this is “the most beauti- 
ful book ever written.” 


10. It--is the Gospel of Universality. Christ is 
Son of Adam (3:38); and there are references to 
Gentiles, Samaritans, Elijah, and Elisha outside the 
covenant people (4: 25-27). There is also a definite 
absence of: Hebrew words such as are found in: Mat- 
thew and Mark, though explained in the latter. 


In all this it’ is particularly striking that~though 
Luke was a companion of Paul and wrote after he 
had received the Pauline Gospel, while there are 
distinct traces of Paul’s influence, there are no 
definite Pauline doctrines, and no use whatever is 
made of the Epistles. Could anything afford a finer 
testimony to Luke's accuracy and also to his power 
as a historian that although he lived after Pentecost 
and in the fult experience of the Spirit’s gift, the 
record of Christ's earthly life before Pentecost is 
given with absolute fidelity. What could have ac- 
complished this but the inspiration of God? 

N. B.—For full and valuable treatment of these 
-_ other points see the book by Hayes mentioned 

elow. 


VU. Books for Study 
Out of a long and ever growing list the following 
deserve special mention, 


1. Critical and Exegetical Commentaries. For 
Greek students the two best are Godet’s Commentary 
(Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6) and Plum- 
mer-in the International Critical Gommentary. (Scrib- 


ner’s, $4): The fatter: is often teo free with his - 


materials, apparently forgetful of divine inspiration, 
but the book is a perfect education in Greek gram- 
matical exegesis and well rewards patient work. 
For English readers there are the two volumes of 
the Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls. New 
York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets), and 
smaller works are the volumes in the Cambridge 
Greek Testament ($2.20) and_the Cambridge Bible 
fo? Schools ($1.60), both by Farrar, and truly valu- 
able for discriminating study (both published by the 
Macmillan Co., New York). Two volumes in T. and 
T. Clark’s Handbooks for Bible Classes. by Dr. Lind- 
say (Scribner’s, Vel. 1, 90 cts.; Vol. II, 65 cts.). 


2. Homiletic and Practical. Commentaries. A lit- 
tle book, “The Gospel of Luke,” by C. R. Erdman, 
is small in size but <' in, usefulness (Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, Philadelphia, $1); “Luke.” in 
Maclaren’s “Expositions of Holy Scripture” (Geo. 
H. ‘Doran Co., New York, 17 vols., $35; sold only 
in sets); “Studies in Luke,” by C. S. Robinson 
(American Tract Society, New York, 35 cts.); 
“Christ in the Bible” Series, Vol. 14, by A. B. Simp- 
son (Christian and Missionary Alliance, 3611 Four- 
teenth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, $1.25); Com- 
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mentary on Luke, by Van Doren (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New York, out of print). : 

3. Special Studies, “Luke the Historian in the 
Light of Research,” by A. T: Robertson, is very 
valuable (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, $2.50) ; 
“The Most Beautiful Book Ever Written,” by Hayes 
(Abingdon Press, New York, $1.25). This is most 
helpful and suggestive, except hig bibliography, which 
contains a great mixture of authors. “Luke the Phy- 
sician” (ch. 1), by Ramsay (Geo. H. Doran Co., New 
York, $3.50, net ; “Studies in the Gospel of Luke,” by 
R. E. Speer, is truly helpful (out of print) ; “The Au- 
thenticity of the Gospel of Luke,” by Hervey (S@ 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge, London, 
—)- Probably this is out of print, but it presents a 
striking argument. “Recent Discoveries in Luke's 
Writings,” by Mackinlay, as mentioned above; “The 
Medical Language of St. Luke,” by Hobart, an old 
hook, but of perennial value. “Medical Men in the 
Time of Christ,” by Dr. Robert N. Willson (The 
Sunday School Times Co., $1) ; “Four Portraits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” by George Soltau (Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, Philadelphia, 75 cts., net) ; “The 
Four Gospels,” by S. Ridout (Loizeaux Bros., 1 East 
Thirteenth Street, New York, $1.50); “The Por- 
traiture of Jesus in the Gospels,” by A. L. Vail 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New. York, 75 cts., net); 
“Why Four Gospels?” by D. S. Gregory (now out 
of print) ; “Introduction to the —— of. the Gos- 
pels,” by. Bishop Westcott (Macmillan, $4.20); a 

ne chapter in “The Fascination of the Book,” by 
E. W. Work .(Revell, $1.50, net) ; “The Crises of the 
Christ,” by G. Campbell Morgan (Revell, $2.50). 

4. Life of Christ. The two best are by Edersheim 
(Longmans, Green and Co., New York, 2 vols., $4; 
1 vol., $1.75, net), and S. J. Andrews (Chas. Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, New York, $3). For thorough study 
there is nothing equal to the “Modern Students’ Life 
of Christ,” by Vollmer (Revell, $1.50, net); “The 
Christ We Forget,” by P. W. Wilson, (Revell, $2). 

5. Dictionaries, The best one-volume Bible Diction- 
ary is Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $4). The new “International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia.” five volumes, has a splendid ar- 
ticle on Luke’s Gospel (Address the Howard-Sev- 
erance Co., Chicago, for prices and other details). 

6. Harmonies. The best with the full text is “A 
Harmony of the Gospels,” by Stevens and Burton 
(Scribner’s, $1.25, net). For those who know Greek, 
the Harmony by Dr. Edward Robinson is the one 
(Houghton Mifflin. Co., Boston, $2.25, .net). - With- 
out the:text, the “Outline Harmony..of the Gospels,” 
by’Dr. M. B. Riddle (The Sunday School Times Co., 
15 cts.), and “Historical Charts of the Life and Min- 
istry of Christ,” with an outline harmony, by Cros- 
cup (The Sunday School Times, $1.25), are. truly 
valuable. Those who wish to read the Gospels in 
a continuous story, together with the entire text 
of the four Gospels in a parallel Harmony, should 
obtain “A Gospel Monogram,” arranged by W. J. 
Herschel (Society for Promoting Christian Knowl- 
edge). 

N. B.—A suggestive treatment of the Gospels, with 
abundance of material of various kinds, will be found 
in Part V of the “Companion Bible” (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York, $3; leather, $5). 

PHILADELPHIA, 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















The Lord talked with you face to face inthe mount, 
out of the midst of the fire (Deut. 5:4). 


OSES is rehearsing in the ears of Israel all the 
wonderful thmgs which God had done. for them. 

He speaks of the covenant -which Jehovah had made 
with them,—not with their fathers, but with them, 
showing how he had given them the increase of 
blessing and had favored them beyond all who had 
gone before them. And then he speaks of the cli- 
max of blessing and the supreme favor. Jehovah 
had actually talked facé to face with them in the 
mount, and out of the midst of the fire. What more 
could he do than this? It was a great thing to make 
a peculiar covenant with them. But it was a greater 
one to draw near to them and draw them near to 
him; to look’ into their faces and allow them to 
look into his; to speak familiarly with them, in 
close and toving fellowship, “as a man speaketh unto 
his friend.” Communion is always the acme of re- 
lationship as between two or more persons. And 
God meant it. to be so as between himself and Israel. 
There is given us in the New Testament a con- 
clusion to the above, which is a sad commentary upon 
Israel’s spiritual condition and attitude. It is found 
in the Epistle to-the Hebrews (12:18, 19): “For ye 
are not come unto the mount that might be touched, 
and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and 
darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, 

(Continued on page 539) 
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Lesson for September 
Review . 






The Review Pilot . 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
OW choice a piece of goods mother used to 
consider that “remnant” on the counter! It 
is Out of “remnants” chiefly that God has been 
s able to cut cloth with the shears of his guiding 
poereeannes, It was a remnant who returned from the 
ptivity. What God thought of it we are told in 

Malachi 3:16, 17. It was a remnant who were 

looking for and who recognized the Messiah when he 

came. Who-is really doing the work of your church 

—the mass of the membership, or just a self-sacri- 

ficing, fully-surrendered “handful”? How sad that 

so many are failing to “possess their possessions” in 

Christ. It is a wonderful promise that our Lord 

makes to the remnant (Luke 12: 32). 

Our Background Material 

God uses the plans of men who know him not to 
accomplish his purposes. It was considered to be 
to the advantage of the Babylonian captors of the 

Chosen People to separate them from their own land, 

with its patriotic local associations, and its proxim- 

ity to Egypt, thé immemorial foe of the nations to 
Palestine, with the hope of fusing them 
in the general population of the Empire (compare 
‘Isa. 36:17; Gen. 47:21). It was a remarkable an- 
cient colonization scheme. What it meant to God’s 
people to be thus torn oy from their beloved land 
we may get some idea of by reading the One Hun- 
dred and Thirty-seventh Psalm. 

During this period the people observed the Law 
(Esther 3:8), and distinctions of rank (Ezek. 20: 
1). But as they were deprived of the temple and its 
ritual, a new institution arose among the Jews, which 
continued even through the time of our Lord and 
the ‘sone (Acts ae: 21), to the present day. It was 
the Synagogue. The captivity cured the Jews of 
idolatry. They seem to have been perilously near to 
a réturn to it in the marrying, during the Restora- 
tion time, of heathen wives, but in the providence of 
God .they put these away, and returned to that ‘“con- 
ception of God, enforced by the mighty ministries of 
the pre-exilic and exilic prophets,” which finally pre- 
vailed over all past tendencies to worship gods made 
of wood and stone. As Dr. Scofield describes it: 
“Deprived of temple and priest, and of the possibil- 
ity of continuing a ceremonial worship, the Jewish 
people were thrown back upon that which was fun- 
damental in their faith, the revelation of God as 
One, the Creator, to be conceived of as having made 
man in his own image, and therefore as having such 
analogies to the nature and life of man as to be 
comprehensible 5 4 man, while remaining the Eternal 
Spirit, God.” he synagogue enabled them to 
strengthen this conception. It was extra-Biblical, of 
obscure origin, perhaps beginning in the agg | on 
the Sabbath day for prayer =e: | Scripture reading 

“During this period was created that mass of tra- 
dition, comments, and interpretation, known as 
Mishna, Gemara (forming the Talmud, Halachoth, 
Midrashim, and Kabbala, so superposed upon the 
Law that obedience was transferred from Law itself 
to the traditional interpretation).” ; 

How subtle are the strategies of Satan! Realiz- 
ing that Israel could no longer be tempted to idolatry, 
he uses these man-made interpretations to bring about 
a formalism that so weaned the mass of the “people 
away fr the teaching of the prophets, that when 
their Messiah came they did not recognize him (John 
1:11; Matt. 23:37). We studied the development 
of formalism in the lesson on the book of Malachi. 
That formalism produced the Pharisees, who tithed 
the mint, anise, and cummin, but neglected the weight- 
ier matters of the Law, and the Sadducees, the-nu- 
cleus of whose skeptical sect we see developing in 
the answering back of God in the seven-times re- 
peated word “Wherein?” about which we. studied 
also in the Malachi lesson. 

Of the twenty-four courses of priests only four 
returned during the Restoration, so that it 1s oe 
sible that only one-sixth of the people returned, five- 
sixths remaining behind (Ezra 2: 36-39; compare I 
Chron. 24:4, 18). The people, with their priests, 
who did not return, kept up, for the most part, their 
national distinctions, and were termed “the Disper- 
sion” (Esther 8:9, 11; John 7:35; 1 Peter 1:1; 
James 1:1). 

The language of the Jews became very much af- 
feeted by Chaldaisms (Neh. 8:7, 8), and they could 
not understand without interpretation the pure He- 
brew in which the Law was written, so that a Chal- 
dee Targum or paraphrase became a necessity. 

The Scofield Reference Bible (pp. 985, 986) con- 
tains an interesting study of the political development 
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Golden Text.—Jehovah hath done great things 
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ILE AND THE RESTORATION 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 66: 1-5, 16-20 


for us, 
Whereof we are glad.—Psalm 126 : 3 








of Israel during the period from Malachi to Matthew. 
The Review Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain geeegregns in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references, 

The various lesson departments in this issue of 
The Sunday School Times offer their usual rich 
variety, but if any teacher would like to leave the 

ten Review tracks in order to impress an import- 
ant spiritual teaching, he may well follow the sug- 
gestions to study the dependence upon prayer of the 
men and the one woman who form the outstanding 
characters of the Captivity and Restoration periods. 
This ey is made by Mrs. Askew in conclud- 
ing her third section. Her pia is for the teacher 
to have the class dig this golden truth out for them- 
selves. Of course this would require something like 
a week’s notice beforehand. 

As helping us to make the application of such 
prayer study to ourselves, the quotations throughout 
the week from Spurgeon in the Family Worship De- 
partment will be helpful. 

This suggests the study of thé lives of the heroes 
of faith of this time, and the Review by Biography 
grovided by Dr. Griffith Thomas names ten persons, 
with a keyword that unlocks the door into the char- 
acter and service of each, ‘ 

How the principle of contiguity in this issue makes 
this lesson o to review is shown by Dr. Ellis. If 
this plan is followed, where would the Esther lesson 
fall? The answer is given by Mrs. Askew in the 
second part of her first section. 

A good framework for a Review by History, as 
such a chronological study would be, is given by Dr. 
Thomas, and his pamphlet, “Israel’s tees and 
God’s Faithfulness,” as he suggests, will be valuable 
in preparing the study. For the flooring, weather- 
boarding, ceiling, and the like, of Dr. Thomas’ frame- 
work, use Mr. Ridgway’s Review lumber, and for 
the furnishing of the. rooms, when the lesson house 
is finished, the teacher should use his own taste, after 
prayerful consideration of the needs of the class. 

A sort of examination plan, such as a school might 
conduct at the end of a semester, is worked out for 
his class of boys by Mr. Teas. Another set of ques- 
tions is made-up for the superintendent to use with 
the whole school in Mr. Howard’s suggestion for 
handling the Review from the Platform. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Chastening is a rather harsh word. It suggests a 
whipping. But God, who is love, never chastens his 
people except in love —the divine example to earthl 
parents. The New Testament word for “chastening,” 
literally translated, is “child-training,” and James 
H. McConkey has made a beautiful and comfort- 
ing study of it in a little tract, “Chastening” (which 
may be had from the Silver Publishing Co., Besse- 
mer aap Pittsburgh, supported by free will of- 
ferings). If one will read the twelfth of Hebrews, 
substituting the word “child-training” for “chasten- 








Lesson Calendar 


Third Quarter 
the Watchman of Israel 
Ezekiel 2:1 to 3: 27 
Golden Text: Isaiah 55 : 6, 7 
2. July 9.—Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnez- 


- July 2.—Ezekiel, 


SO DE Sieiade Oi ors bobs banned des nd0bssdedech cess Daniel 2 
Golden Text : Revelation 11 : 15 
3. July 16—The Handwriting on the Wall 

(Temperance Lesson.) ..... Srocecoveesccocs Daniel 5 : 1-31 
Golden Text : Ecclesiastes 12: 14 

4. July 23.—Daniel and the Lions ............ Daniel 6 : 1-28 


Golden Text : Hebrews 11 : 33 
July 30.—The First Return from Exile 
Jeremiah 29 : 10-14; Ezra 1 : 1-11 
Golden Text : Romans 8: 28 
. August 6—The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated 
Ezra 3:1 to,6: 22 
Golden Text : Psalm 8:2 
. August 13.—Esther Saves Her People ...Book of Esther 
Golden Text : Psalm 34 : 17 
August 20.—The Second Return from Exile 
Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36 
Golden Text : Ezra 8 : 22 
9. August .27.—Nehemiah’s Prayer .......: Nehemiah 1 : 1-11 
Golden Text : James 5 : 16 
10. September 3.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls 
OE: FOOMIGI «vs cesnccasscsecossnscs Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 
Golden Text : Nehemiah 4 : 20 
11. September 10.—Teaching the Law of God 
Nehemiah 8 : 1-18 
Golden Text : Psalm 119 : 33 
2. September 17.—The Message of Malachi 
Malachi 3:1 to 4:3 
Golden Text : Malachi 3:7 
3. September 24.—Review. The Exile and the Restoration. 
Golden Text : Psalm 126:3 
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ing,” he will see how it softens the teaching: he will 
see what God meant to do for Israel in putting the 
nation in the hard place of testing in the long cap- 
tivity. It will show what our heavenly Father means 
to do for us in our “child-trainings.” The very 
heart-core of the past Quarter’s lessons is probed, 
in the vy | she simplifies the lesson, in her Introduc- 
tion and Review, for little children, by Mrs. Bryner ; 
her message is for grown-up children as well as 
tiny tots. To those who learn the lesson of their 
re-Spores discipline is given the tremendous prom- 
ise of Malachi 3:10, and theirs is the comfort of 
the First Psalm, so discriminatingly explained in dia- 
gram form by Mr. Pace. 


Teaching Points 


The rare opportunity offered by the life of Esther, 
so, fully surrendered to Jehovah’s service,.to show 
irls God’s need to-day of home-making women, of 
‘women who are all womanly,” is made the most of 
by Mrs. Askew in her concluding paragraphs. 

We need have a care in being too quick to con- 
demn Israel for its failures. The church has but 
one commission from its Master—to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. Has it fulfilled its mis- 
sion any better than Israel did? (Compare Miss 
Homer-Dixon.) And who of us as individuals do 
not need to pray the prayer offered by Mr. Howard? 

Christ Jesus, the antitypical David (who took cap- 
tive his foes), “when he ascended on high led cap- 
tivity captive,” that is, led in triumphal procession as 
captives for destruction those who once had led men 
captive, namely, Satan, death, hell, the curse, sin 
(Eph. 4:8; Psa. 68:18; Col. 2:15; 2 Peter 2:4). 
Revelation 20:10, 14, thus: “He that leadeth into 
captivity shall go into captivity” (13:10) ;- Satan 
who “brings into captivity to the law of sin and 
death” (Rom. 7:23) is brought into captivity (2 
Cor. 10:5; Isa, 49:24; Hosea 13: 14).—Fausset. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Who were the leading characters of the Captivity 
period? Of the Restoration period? 

What did Israel gain by the chastening of the 
Captivity? 

Did Israel lose anything as a result of the Cap- 
tivity? 

If Israel had fully learned the lesson of the Cap- 
tivity punishment, would the ancient glory of the 
kingdom. have returned? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teach- 
ing, 











HOUGH it may not be quite true that this 

series of lessons will lend itself to a logical re- 
view, it is true that the principle of coherence will 
enable us to link many of them together for recall. 
There is, however, one good reason for attempting 
to recall not only the lessons, but their order as 
given, and that is the fact that they are arranged 
in what is essentially a chronological order, and this 
when learned will help us to identify the relative 
relation in time, not only of the events, but of the 
characters involved. This, in the case of the Old 
Testament, is a bit of knowledge our pupils are not 


. so likely to have at hand. Of course, it will suggest 


itself that if we divide the list of lessons into, say, 
three parts,—those of the exile,’ those centerin 
around the first return, and those centering aroun 
the second return,— it may be easier to fix them, but 
educational experimenters have proved that in learn- 
ing such a list it is better to go over the entire list 
again and again, rather than to learn it in parts. | 

The simplest division of the lessons of course 15S 
into lessons of the Exile and of the Restoration. 
Where will the Esther lesson fall? The personal 
study is always interesting. Three of the lessons 
are on Daniel, four concern the work of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, and each of the others can be associated 
with the name of an outstanding character. 

Thus we may use to advantage in the Review the 
association principle of contiguity in time (chrono- 
logical coherence), or the analytic principle combined 
with concentration upon the outstanding events or 
characters. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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Tne Review as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. Review by History 
T HE dates covered by this 


uarter’s lessons 
e fall of Jeru- 


are from a few years before 
salem 


(445 
is dated 593 B. C. (Ezekiel was probably taken cap- 


B. C.) up to the return of Nehe- 
miah (584. ‘the first lesson from Ezekiel 
‘tive in 597 B. C.). For a complete account of the 
dates and Bible material for the period of the re- 
turn, see Lesson 5. The eg” yt “Israel’s Failure 
and God’s Faithfulness” (The Sunday School Times 
Co., 50 cts. a dozen, 5 cts. each, $4 a hundred), should 
also be used for review study. The entire Quarter 
can be considered historically thus: , 


1. The Captivity, Lessons 1 to 4. Ezekiel and 
Daniel. 


2. The First Return. 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua. 

3. The Period between the Returns. 
The book of Esther. : 

4. The Second Return. Lesson 8. Led by Ezra. 

5. The Third Return, Lesson 9. Under Nehemiah. 


6. The Work Done by Nehemiah, Lessons to 
and 11. 


7. The State of the People. 
Il, Review by Biography e 

The Topie for Intermediates and Seniors is 
“Leaders in the Restoration.” Consider one char- 
acteristic in each and see how it is illustrated in the 
lesson, 

1. Ezekiel. 


Lessons 5 and 6. Led by 


Lesson 12. 


Lesson 1: Fearlessness. 


2. Daniel, ‘Lessons 2 to 4, Faithfulness. 

. Zerubbabel and Jeshua. Lessons 5 and 6. Use- 
fulness, 

4 Esther. Lesson 7. Trustfulness. 


5. Esra. _Lesson 8. Nobleness. 

6. Nehemiah, Lessons 9 to 11.  Prayerfulness. 

7. Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. .Lessons 6 
and 13. Frankness, mney, 


Ill. The Review by Lessons 


The Topic for Young People and Adults is “Les- 
ome from the Exile and the Restoration.” Consider 
these: 


1. The Dangers of Compromise. Lessons 1 and 10. 


2. The Need of Clear Testimony. Lessons 2 to 4, 
to. 

3. The Duty and Effects of Courage. Lessons 2, 3, 
7, 10. 

4. The Power of Prayer. Lessons 4, 9, 10. 

5. The Interest of God in His People. Lesson 5. 

6. The Glory of Honoring God. Lessons 5, 6,-12. 

7. The Necessity and Blessing of Worship. Les- 
son 6. 


8. The 


Siraplicity and Marvels of the Providence 
of God. 


Lessons 5, 7, 8, 9. 


9. The Value of Unity and Perseverance in God’s 
Cause. Lesson 10. 


10. The Importance and Influence of God’s Word. 
Lesson 11. 


11. The Deplorable Results of Unreality Towards 
God. Lesson 12, 


12. The Supreme Blessedhess of a Life Lived for 
God. Lessons 1 to 12. 


IV. The Heart of the Review 
1. Golden Text. Psalm 126: 3. 


(1) The Experience — “glad” —- because restored to 
home; worship; God. 


(2) The Expression— “Jehovah hath done great 
things for us.” 


Every lesson tells us something “great” done by 
Jehovah. 


2. Devotional Reading: Psalm 66: 1-5, 16-20. 


(1) The Call to Praise, verses 1-5; sing, verse 2; 
Say, verse 3; see, verse 5S. 


(2) The Cali to Ponder, verses 16-20; prayer, 
verse 17; purity, verse 18; praise, verse 19 f: 
V. Leading Questions 

Compare and contrast the characters and work of 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

Why did not Daniel go back home? 


Note the differences and similarities in the char- 
actery of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

What kings are mentioned in these lessons? De- 
scribe their characters. 


Illustrate from this Quarter the value of seizing 
opportunities. 


Lesson 7. 
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Collect indications of the practise of prayer. 

Why was the Word of God so specially empha- 
sized on the Return? 

Why was God’s worship made so prominent dur- 
ing this period? 
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Like Men that Dream 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


T WAS a great day in Hebrew history when the 
Exile in Babylon came to an end. At first, the 
marvel seemed so astonishing that it could hardly 

be credited. But, after a time, the enfranchised men 
took in the happy change. Then, beyond this best, 
they saw what was even better. There were coun- 
trymen of theirs detained still in the heathen land; 
and they prayed that soon those banished kinsfolk 
might drink for themselves the cup of freedom. None 
the less, their skies were bright and their expecta- 
tions large. They were prophets ready to proclaim 
a wealthy future. Faith had conquered fear. 

Such is the course of thought in the One Hundred 
and Twenty-sixth Psalm—the beautiful little song from 
which our Golden Text is chosen. It tells us of four’: 
effects which God’s deliverances should produce. 


First, they should recover for us the sense of 
wonder, : 

The Roman historian Livy describes the bewilder- 
ment of the Greeks when, after Flamininus had van- 
quished Macedonia, and the eagles of the Republic 
were triumphant everywhere, the conquered people 
had -their liberty ‘restored to them at the Isthmian 
games. “None could believe that he had really hearde 
aright; men looked at one another in surprise, as if 
it were an empty fable and an unsubstantial vision.” 
Precisely so it was with the children of Jerusalem, 
when Cyrus bade them leave the level plains of 
Mesopotamia and the idolatries of Babylon for the 
hills of the Holy Land and the House of God. They 
were like men that dream. 

Many of us are disillusioned, world-weary blasés. 
We require to regain ‘the blessed sense of wonder. 
God rekindles it best by his marvels of salvation. 
He enters our lives, to redeem us by the precious 
blood of his Son. He stays in our lives, to keep 
and perfect us by the potencies of his Spirit. He 
shatters those despotisms -we thought absolutely. un- 
breakable. We also are as those who. dream; but 
was there ever a dream so radiant, so glorious, and 
so good? : 


Moreover, God’s deliverances should lead us into 
the peace of full assurance, 

The men. who came back with Zerubbabel never 
lost their “first. fine careless. rapture.” The song 
of their liberation was always new. Yet a change 
passed over it. It increased in. conviction, stead fast- 
ness, certitude; as the dawn grows into the untrou- 
bled light of noon. We became glad, the Psalm says 
farther down. They had been glad from the moment 
they knew themselves free; but the gladness has 
built for itself a stabler foundation and a more un- 
assailable citadel. 

So, in the region of the spiritual life, we ought 
to dwell where “falls not hail, or rain, or any snow, 
nor ever wind blows loudly.” The magnitude of 
the redemption wrought for us already. should prove 
that God will-never forsake us. The renovated world 
we discover within ourselves should be evidence that 
the enemy's snares are indeed broken. The witness 
of outsiders should demonstrate the fact -that they 
at least recognize the revolution which has over- 
taken us. They said among the nations, The Lord 
hath done great things for them, Let us not live 
among uncertainties any longer, but rejoice because 
we. are not now prisoners in Babylon but burgesses 
in Jerusalem. 


Then, too, God’s deliverances should impel us to 
the task of intercession. 

Those favored Jews had no wish to enjoy their 
privileges in solitude. They felt a masterful com- 
passion for their fellows who were still enslaved. 
Lord, they pleaded, restore our captives,.as in the 
Negeb, the parched and waterless district in. the south 
of Judea, the autumn rains send the brooks once- 
more coursing along the channels which the hot 
summer left silent and dry. Perhaps their kinsmen 
were ‘themselves to blame that they continued to be 
far away. But these true brothers of theirs were 
grieved for their mistake and their misery, and gave 


. God no rest till he stirred the homesickness in their 


souls and led them home. 

“Intercession,” William Law says, “is the divinest 
exercise that the: heart of man can be engaged in.” 
We should be oftener engaged in the exercise than 
we are. Our neglect of it argues either that we are 
underrating that unparalelled| redemption God has 
made our own, or that we are lamentably self-cen- 
tered and callous and cold towards our brethren in 
their distance and sin. We are without excuse if we 
do not name their names when we have the ear of 
our Father.- We can pray this man and that out of 
serfdom into sonship and out of death into life. Let 
us make haste to-enroll ourselves in the sacramental 
company of the intercessors. 


. ing forth of the first 
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Lastly, God’s deliverances should draw from us 
the prophecy of hope. 

From the mercies of the past the Psalmist augured 
a halcyon age in front. The very hindrances min- 
gled with these mercies would bear fruit, he de- 
clared, in a noble harvest. Weeping, one goes on his 
way, carrying forth the seed; shouting for, joy, he 
comes again at the end of the any. 

He who, against all human likelihood, has _ res- 
cued us from the yoke of our captors, and in spite 
of every obsfacle is raising his Jerusalem in. the 
soil of our hearts — he will be baffled nowhere. What 
sinner will he not save? What broken, fallen, dis- 
honored life will he not make his temple? What 
heathenism is so deep-seated that he cannot uproot 
it? What door is so hermetically sealed that he can- 
not open it? We must believe in him, we who have 
in ourselves the manifestation of his invincible 
strength and Yet more invincible love. Wherefore, 
like the dying. Neander; let us see the Aurora in the 
eastern sky. And let us be sure of the plenteous 
Dat VEr though the winter tarries and the spring is 
ate. 


CarLuKE, SCOTLAND, 


! The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


to period when God removed heavenly glory 
and earthly prestige from Israel marks the thrust- 
ewish missionaries to a Gen- 
tile court. Yet we probably owe to Daniel’s ministry 
in Babylonia the edict of Cyrus for the restoration 
of Israel; probably the somewhat unwilling Jewish 
missionaries made hitn acquainted with Isaiah 44: 28 
and 45:1-4; this type reminds us that Israel’s exile 
to-day will end when the Gentile world bows to the 
purposes and plans of God. 

Missions are like a blessed boomerang, for they 
invariably return to the one who started them, with 
blessings untold. Israel was working out her own 
deliverance as she proclaimed the Lord’s truths in 
heathenism. This is a.sure cure for a weak church. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
Lesson 1.—Ezekiel, the Watchman of Israel (Ezek.' 


2:1 to 3: 27). “Impudent and stiff-hearted” are 
names called by the Holy Spirit, and not by mere 
men. When a man gets to the place where these 


- two’ words fit he is ready for a Number six hat, 


and the neighbors will use a reading glass to see 
him. The “watchmen” -are “cranks,” so they will 
tell- you in Washington and at City Hall. ut if 
no'.ody did the watching, what think ye? Send them 
a V or an X at the next appeal. Don’t forget either 
to join the “Warners.” Your check-book is all you 
need except, of course, your prayers. 


Lesson 2.—Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s 

: (Dan. 2). The Babylonian was not the last 
“King” who has thought his own prowess had won 
his kingdom- Millionaire Row is full of them, The 
Great Hand of God has never been taken off the. 
switchboard that directs the nations. Germany found 
God standing at the Marne. We had in this lesson 
the secret of the high quality of the missionary stuff. 
The best fruit is shipped to the most distant mar- 
ket. Daniel’s power lay in the fact that he was no 
guesser or “maybe-so” nfan. Daniel was “certain” 
and “sure.” And we wondered if our work as teachers 
in pulpit or class wouldn’t be more efficient if we were 
Daniels in this respect. 


Lesson 3.—The Handwriting on the Wall (Dan. 
5:1-31). In this lesson we cafne to the conclusion 
that the man who worked for nothing cheapened 
himself. One of the ablest men in the country, who 
had made a competency in business, offered himself 
to the board of missions of his church to work for 
nothing. - They turned him down. They made their 
mistake by thinking he was “too cheap ‘to be good.” 
I hope your church is not cheapening. the preacher 
and yourself. Of course, we had the Mene, Tekel, 
and Peres part of this lesson, but the part we tried 
to emphasize was the importance of an adequate sti- 
pend to all who labor. 


_Lesson 4.—Daniel and the Lions (Dan. 6). The 
king had caught his faith from Daniel. Good health 
is catching m spite of the Ingersoll sneer. So is 
faith. That is one great reason you should be a 
real Christian and inoculate folks, There will be 
no long nights when -we spend them with the Loved 
One.. Did you try our cure for insomnia any: time 
during the Quarter? The Christian, real one, not 
only emanates faith but he radiates-heaven, and if 
we only had the eyes to see, perhaps, the Christian 
moves in an envelopment of heavenly glory. Perhaps 
this ae account for some things we do not. under- 
stand, ; 


Lesson 5.—The First Return from Exile (Jer. 29: 
10-14; Ezra 1: 1-8, 11). ‘Your “kingdom,” whatever 


Lesson for September 24 
Review _ . 


it may ‘be, beauty, grace, manners, fam- 
ily, position, wealth, ability, talent, was 
given you by the Lord of Heaven. What 
are you doing with it? Did you read 
that charming story of Judith—a real 
story —or that sloppy thing in the mag- 
azine that got you nowhere? ‘Then we 
had the “Belongers” — “all them whose 
spirit God hath nor stirred.” The “Dead 

nes.” Were you one of them? And 
then the money question. Banks and, 
preachers both made strong by the gold 
cure. 


Lesson 6.—The Temple Rebuilt and 
Dedicated (Ezra 3:1 to 6:22). Music 
played a large part in the temple dedi- | 
cation. It plays a large part in all jolli-' 
fications. The greatest institution in 





America in some respects is the Sque- | 


dunk Brass Band. It is a poor town that 
can’t scare up a band, 
of music? ughter and Tears. Sor- 
row and Joy are always close together. 
Girls -giggle and cry. hy not men? 
God and three kings, -heathen Kings at 
that, all working together to make some- 
thing out of a bullheaded—oh, well 
then — stiff-necked lot of Jews. What 
do you make of that fact? 


Lesson 7.—Esther Saves Her People 
(Book of Esther). When a job for the 
Lord comes up to you, always remem- 
ber what Mordecai said to Esther. Per- 
haps you have come to the kingdom for 
this very thing. Fasting and prayer are 
the divinely arranged ways for bring- 
ing things to pass. Any enterprise can 
soar upon these two wings. Fasting 
means doing without. Self-denial. Auto- 
mobiles and other things. We had some 
hints for the girls in this lesson. If all! 
the girls did not get them, turn back 
and try the lesson over again. 


Lesson 8.—The Second Return from 
Exile (Ezra 7:1 to as x: The story 
of the “Come Back.” God can always 
lift a man or nation if either has a 
handle to catch hold by. The Hebrews 
had such a handle. The love for a noble 
woman, mother, wife, or sweetheart, has 
been used by God for a handhold. The 
nation is. blessed which has rulers who 
know where to go to find the Right 
Way. The'secret of Anglo-Saxon pros- 
perity. We found in this lesson that if 
we want to live safely it is not by guns | 
and locks and shutters, but by open! 
windows and lots of light and trust in| 
God. 

Lesson 9.—Nehemiah’s Prayer (Neh. 
1:1-t1). The fellow who weeps is not! 
the weakling. He is likely to be the! 
highstrung fellow. Tingling neryes are | 
not flabby nerves. The mother who 
weeps but endures. When Americans 
get so they do not confess the sins 


of America the name of America 
will be Ichabod. It was in_ this 
lesson that we considered the job 
of “cup-bearer.” I wonder if any 


young fellow learned the lesson, and 
took the hint— what is your guess in 
the matter? 


Lesson 10.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the 
Walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 3:1 to 7:4). 
The Nehemiah lessons are always pop- 
ular. Nehemiah was a man’s man. The 
secret of him is in two words. Prayer. 
Watch. And the first thing we knew in 
this lesson we were discussing the eight- 
hour day. And we solved the question 
by .showing no man gets ahead on the 
eight-hour work, play, and sleep  tri- 
angle. The walls of business are 
built only as Nehemiah built Jeru- 
salem’s __ walls. America’s greatest | 
banker loaned big money on high} 
‘character. And then I told. you how | 
God and I came to be working together | 
in the Iron Rose Bible Class, Rock! 
Run Mission, and in the Busy Men’s 
Corner. 


Lesson 11.—Teaching the Law of God 
(Neh. 8: 1-18). If you love any one 
every letter, every word, every message 
from the loved one will get your quick 
and absorbing attention. Love letters 
are often read to pieces. So when we 
love God no one has -to urge us to read 
him. Then we had these new wall mot- 
toes. Read Distinctly. Give the Sense. 
Cause Them to Understand. When I 
wrote that note I hoped young men 
training for the ministry would take 
the hint. In addition to these three 
mottoes of the lesson we Had these three 








hat is the use . 


ne oe 
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proofs of the real Christian. Work. 
Stupy or Gop’s Worn. Give. You ought 
to have had a gingery lesson on this a 
couple of Sundays ago. 


Lesson 12.—The Message of Malachi 
(Mal. 3:1 to 4:3). Malachi’s message, 
though the last of the Old Testament 
messages, is a splendid one. When we 
turn to God so does our pocketbook. 
It is a poor sort of Christian that can 
not come up to an oldtime Jew. The 
fellow said, “I will try anything once.” 
All right, just try God once, is a reply 
God would have you give. “Prove me,” 
saith the Lord. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 





From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast indeed done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. Thou hast sought us 
even when we were wandering far from thee, 
and thy patience seems to us almost as won- 
derful as thy love. Forgive us for walking 
in the shadow of self instead of walking with 
thee in the light. If any of us here have 
been taken captive by any sin that holds 
us, even with ever so light a touch, we pray 
that thou wilt enable us to accept the free- 
dom that thou art so willingly offering. Thy 
faithful followers do not belong in exile from 
thee. Let us, O God, be faithful and obe- 
dient, doing thy blessed will day by day. 





— 
— 





The Symmetry of the First Psalm 





By E. J. Pace, D.D. 





HE lessons of the Quarter have 

brought clearly into the open the 
undergirding facts of the moral uni- 
verse —that the favor of God is — 
the righteous, while “the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven against all un- 
godliness and unrighteousness of men” 
(Rom. 1:18). This distinction is fun- 
damental; everything else is superstruc- 
ture. “God may be merciful; he must 
be just.” How fitting, then, to find upon 
the threshold of the Psalter this basic 
truth, set forth in terms of living im- 
agery, in a perfect, gem of literary sym- 


| metry. 


The Psalm divides into halves at the 
end of the third verse. The first half 
is in the singular; the righteous man (1, 
II, III), in contrast with whom the sec- 
ond half is in the plural; the unright- 
cous men (IV, V, VI). 

(A) The righteous man. However 
‘general the application may be, who can 
doubt that here we have Him “of whom 
the Holy Ghost spake by the mouth of 
the prophet David.” The hexagon shows 
the balance of the thought descriptive 
of this righteous man, in two triads of 
statements surrounding a twofold cen- 
tral statement. 


(a) The triad above describes the 
righteous man negatively by telling with 
whom he is not to be classed, or dis- 
similitude (I, a, b, c). He is “separate 
from sinners.” 

(b) The triad below balances the 
above by describing him positively with 
an exquisite garden simile, giving us 





similitude (III, a, b, c). “The pleasure 
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand” 
(Isa. 53: 10). 

(c) But the dyad in the center (II) 
tells us what the righteous man is in 
his essential character by telling us in 
what he delights, and what occupies his 
meditation. Nothing so unerringly 
gauges character as the things one des 
lights in. He not only keeps the law, he 
delights in the keeping of it. Was it not 
said of him, “I delight to do thy will, 
O God”; and were they not his words 
who said, “My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me”? 

(B) Out on the periphery, now, in 
dark relief we find the unrighteous men, 
and discover in three dual statements the 
instability, the impermanence, and dis- 
mal failure of the ungodly (IV, V, VI). 
The scene is shifted from the present to 
the future, when amid the world-moving 
enactments of the age-end, this Right- 
eous Man rises to judge the earth. We 
instantly recall the imagery of Daniel 
2:35 in the words, “the ungodly are 
not so, but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away” (IV). When the 
“stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands” smites in judgment the image it 
becomes “like the chaff of the summer 
threshing-floors.” 

(V) “Therefore the ungodly shall not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners: in 
the congregation of the righteous,” sug- 
gest the concluding verse of Mat- 


thew 25. 
CHICAGO. 
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In the name Sf the Lord Jesus we pray, 
en. 

A Word to the Superintendent.—In 
many schools at the close of the Quart 
ter that includes the summer months, 
a real review is almost out of the ques- 
tion, at least for many who have n 
away.’ There can be no re-view unless 
there has been a first-view. However, 
this need not deter a school from hav- 
ing a good Review Sunday for those 
who have been present; and for the sake 
of those who have beeft absent it would 
be well for the superintendent to write 
on the blackboard the titles of the les- 
sons tor the Quarter, and then to go 
over them rapidly, giving the school the 
facts that touch the heart of eacn lesson 
and summing up what the superinten- 
dent believes to be the main teaching of 
the Quarter as a whole. The Golden 
Text (Psa. 126:3) is beautifully chosen 
to sum up the past Quarter. Questions 
for the written review are here given 
for schools: that have had a good at- 
tendance through the summer. These 

uestions should be dictated from the 

esk and an$wered in writing by schol- 
ars and teachers, in whatever part of 
the school is included in the written re- 
view work. 


Questions for a Written Review 


1. Tell in your own words what was 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, and what it 
meant. 

2. What is meant by “the handwrit- 
ing on the wall’? 

3. In what country were the Hebrews 
in exile, and who led them back when 
the first of them returned? 

4. What man led in the undertaking 
to rebuild the Temple? 

5. Tell briefly how Esther Saved her 
people. 

6. What man led in rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem? 

7. Who called upon a whole city to 
hear God’s Word? ’ 

8. What do we learn about 
from the lesson in Malachi? 

_ 9. What, in your opinion, was the most 
interesting Bible story in the past: Quar- 
ter, and why? 

10. What do you think are one or two 
of'the greatest truths taught by the 
Quarter’s lessons? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


giving, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“There’s a wideness.” 

“Come, thou Fount.” 
“Confess Him to-day.” 
“Christ receiveth sinful men.” 
“Count your blessings.” 


! 


| 


“Dwelling in Beulah Land.” ! 


“Joyful, joyful, we adore thee.” 
“You may have the joybells.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 


rical Psalm set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 


t. published by United Presby- 
of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


Psalm 66 : 1-20 (141 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126:1-6 (261 : 1-3). 
Psalm 145 : 1-21 (293 : 1-4). 
Psalm 9: 1-20 (17 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 1-8 (76: 1-4). 


od 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months im advance 

of the date of the lesson. If oquting later 
they. mag not be considered at all. io not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this cepartment. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 words, 
are greatly preferred. Le 4 will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
ilustrations on the Golden Text. 


Could You Stand It?—Thou, O God, 
hast proved us (v. 10). I heard of .a 
wise pastor who, after a great amount 
of blessing in his congregation, an- 
nounced that there would be a te ti- 
mony meeting -ere long for the- newly 
converted. “But,” he said, “I do not 


terian Boar 
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mean it to be a testimony meeting of 
yourselves; I mean it to be a testimony 
meeting of your wives.”—From the late 
Bishop Moule, in Keswick Week. Sent 
by the Rev. W. Haslam, B.D., Oswald- 
twistle, Lancashire, Eng. 


The Legacy.—Jchovah hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are 
~ (Golden Text). A cultured man 
rought literally to the gutter through 
drink was converted at a tramps’ mis- 
sion. The day following he boarded 
a tram. The conductor was mystified, 
‘for the passenger’s clothes told of beg- 
gary, while his face reflected Heaven! 
” , mate,” he exclaimed, “you look 
as if some one’s died and left you a 
fortune.” “You're right there,” came 
the quick reply. “Jesus Christ has died 
for me, and has given me his riches in 
glory.” Shall not even strangers be 
attracted by our joy?—From “How to 
Live the Victorious Life,” by “An Un- 
known Christian, Sent by L. G. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Framing Our Bil — Jehovah 
hath done pre things for us, whereof 
we are glad (Golden Text). Mr. Spur- 
es used to tell of a poor woman who 

ramed a check for twelve thousand 
dollars, which had been given her by a 
dying friend. She had no idea that 
it was of any immediate use, and re- 
tained it as a keepsake. Mr. Spurgeon 
soon turned it into cash for a comfort- 
able competence for her. What a bless- 
ing it would be if we would translate 
God’s love and power and promises into 
present possessions !—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Counterfeit Christianity. — Jchovah 
hath done great things for us, whereof 
we are glad (Golden Text). Robert 
was a small boy who lived with his 
grandparents, who were very strict and 
narrow in their religious views. They 
believed a Christian should always be 
serious and sober. One Sunday Rob- 
ert wanted to whistle, but of course his 
strict grandfather would not allow that. 
Robert saw old Rover, the dog, jump- 
ing and playing about the yard, and 
said, “Rover, you are too happy, you 
are not a good Christian.” Then he 
went to the barnyard and saw the old 
donkey, who teal re his dinner. His 
‘lon Cube ears looped down, and he 
looked very sad and melancholy indeed. 
Robert went up to him and, petting his 
long, narrow, dejected-looking face, said, 
“Nice old Jack, you’re a good Christian ; 
you are just like grandpa.” Some peo- 
ple, like Robert, think that a person to 


be an earnest Christian should have a| 


sad countenance, but God’s people should 
be the happiest people on earth, when 
they realize all that God has done for 
them.—From the Rev. H. C, Fulton. 
Sent by Anna H, Van Fleet, Grand 
Rapids, Mich, 


~ His Thanksgiving.—J/chovah hath done 





great things for us, whereof we are glad | 


(Golden Text). The transport had en- 
tered New York Harbor. 
one lone colored soldier among the home- 
ward bound. As the ship passed the 
Statue of Liberty there was absolute 
silence, when suddenly the dusky dough- 
boy broke the quiet by remarking. “Put 
your light down, honey, I’se home.”— 
From The Sunday School Times, Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


| 
On board was 


| 


} 


Facing the Sun of Righteousness.— | 


We are glad (Golden Text). There are 
some flowers which always turn toward 
the sun. There was a little potted rose- 
bush in a sick-room which I visited. It 
stood in the window. One day I noticed 


that the one rose on the bush was look- | 
I referred to it;| 


ing toward the light. 
and the sick woman said that her daugh- 
ter had turned the rose around several 
times toward the darkness of the room, 
but that each time the Itle flower 


twisted itself back, until again its face) 


was toward the light. It would not 
look into the darkness. 
me a lesson—From Dr. J. R. Miller. 


Sent by J. A: Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 
4 w 
“The Sunday School and the Home” 


(Brown) may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Ce., at 50 cents. 


The rose taught| 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


N OTE—In many schools the last Sun- 
day of ember is Promotion 
Day, so that eac oup may be ready 
for a new series of lessons. Nine months 
of Bible stories about kings and prophets 
close to-day. It will be wise to adjust 
the Primary Department or classes for 
a change of lessons October first. 
For the review, arrange blocks on the 
sandboard or ‘tabletop to indicate places 
in the homeland near Jerusalem, also 





those far away, to which the Children 


of Israel were carried as captives. 
Trace the three return journeys, and tell 
of the work they found to do to re- 
store their homeland, 


' Lesson Teaching—God never forgets 
his people. 
Introduction—We know that when 
people do wrong they must sometimes 
shut away by themselves to think 
things over until they are ready to do 
right. Sometimes children are sent to the 
bedroom to stay for a while. There are 
prisons where people are placed because 
of woong Sune. Some of them are ready 
to do right when they are set free. 








—— 
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The Little Jetts Use the Review. Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith mre rittie son teiien Bible Stories 





THE EXILE AND THE RESTORATION 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


There is one selected scene from each les- 
son, arranged as they have appeared during 
the Quarter. These may be used as a key 
to the main truth brought out in each 
case. 

This Review is verily a symposium of the 
Prophets of the Captivity: one with Ezekiel, 
three with Daniel, six with Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, and one with Malachi. 


Aes atweRne } 





Each one of them brings his peculiar and 
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Neh... vs, f-70 
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“Mal. 3:10, -¥. 


impressive lesson of courageous faith, and 
Esther, the one woman of the Quarter, is 
no less inspiring in her self-immolation and 
steadfast adherence to duty. 


Teachers will find no difficulty in showing 
the need of similar qualities of sterling faith 
and action in the present-day life; and the 
whole Quarter’s truth may be anchored with 
Malachi 3: 10— for therein lies a root prin- 
ciple which is a test of any man’s fiber. 


GreENsBorO, N. C, 
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Review.—God gave a beautiful coun- 
try to his people to be their very own 
as long as they did right. God warned 
them never to worship idols, nor to 
make imagés nor pray to them. God said, 
Thou shalt have no other gods -before 
me. For a long time a remembered 
God’s warnings. Then they began to 
‘make and worship idols like other na- 
tions near them. (Repeat responsively 
Psalm 115: 4-8.) Their idols are silver 
and gold, the work of men’s hands; they 
have eyes, but sar see not, and so forth. 

God sent faithful messengers like 
Isaiah and Jeremiah to warn them, but 
they would not listen, They even put 
Jeremiah in the dungeon for bravely 
speaking the truth. A kind black man 
helped to release him. ; 

ver and over God’s messages were 
unheeded until there was nothing to do 
but to send the people as captives to a 
faraway land. After they were gone 
their homes and temple and their city 
walls were destroyed and burned. Every- 
thing was in ruins. 

God did not forget his people, who 
felt strange and sorry in the faraway 
land. Some remembered God’s promise, 
that if they were sorry and ready to do 
right he would allow them to return 
some day. God sent messengers like 
Ezekiel and Daniel to cheer them up. 
Years passed; some died in the strange 
country. Some had hard trials (recall 
briefly the stories about Daniel and 
Esther). Daniel prayed that some of 
the people might return. 

At last a kind king, named Cyrus, gave 
permission for any -who wished to re- 
turn. He also restored many treasures 
which had belonged to .the ‘temple in 
Jerusalem. It was a happy group that 
started back singing, oe hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad, 
yet they could not help feeling sorry 
when they found everything in ruins. 
They thanked God for their long, safe 
journey and bravely set to work to re- 
build God’s temple. 

Enemies tried to stop them, but the 
work went on until the temple was fin- 
ished and given to God for his worship 
as they sang, Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving and into his courts with 
praise. They never worshiped idols 


again. 

God did not forget those people. After 
a while he guarded and guided another 
group, with Ezra as leader, as they jour- 
neyed back to help those who were get- 
ting discouraged in Jerusalem. Many 
times Ezra cheered his companions by 
saying, The hand of our God is upon 
all them that seek him for good. Again 
they sang, Jehovah hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. 

Some years later another good helper, 
named Nehemiah, went to Jerusalem be- 
cause he learned that the city walls 
needed’ building to protect the people. 
One night he went out to look things 
over and found such ruins that even his 
horse could not walk through them. 
Nehemiah encouraged the people to rise 
up and build. Each family worked on 
the walls or gates. nearest to them. En- 
emies tried to stop them, but Nehemiah 
set armed guards behind the walls and 
prayed to God for help. God helped 
them to finish their work, so they could 
sing again, Jehovah hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. 

It was a good tirne to hold a great 
festival of thansgiving, so Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah planned a wonderful service out 
of doors, near the water gate. Ezra read 
from God’s law and his helpers explained 
it. They sang and prayed and made of- 
ferings for the poor and feasted. There 
was great joy and gladness. 


After the Story—Perhaps you know 
that since the great war many Jews who 
have been scattered over the earth have 
returned to Jerusalem with joy and glad- 
ness. God has never forgotten his prom- 
ises to the Jews. His promises for us 
are just as sure as for them. (Repeat 
a few.) 


Prorra, Ix. 


“How to Live the: Victorious Life,” by 
an Unknown Christian, is a very pre- 
cious new book with a glorious message 
that rings true. It may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postpaid. 
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Review 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Outlines of (1) Exile and (2y Resto- 
ration of the Hebrew people. 
2. Leaders in both these periods. 
3. The secret of their leadership. 


4. Leadership among girls in these dif- 
ficult times. ~ 











TE last events in Hebrew history 
before the first coming of our Lord 
are so full of lessons needed for these 
“last” times before his second coming 
that we should make prayerful use of 
this last lesson in the series. Use both 
maps and notebooks to build the fol- 
lowing skeleton outline, as a review: of 
the Quarter. 


(1) Exile of the Hebrews of Judah, 
86 B.C 


5 . 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, be- 
gan his capture of Judah in the reign 
of Jehoiakim, continued it during Jehoi- 
achin’s reign, concluded it under Zede- 
kiah. e people were deported by 
thousands, the city and temple ruined. 
Jeremiah was the great prophet of 
this period, remaini at his post in 
Jerusalem to the very last, refusing ease 
in captivity for suffering with his own 
people. : 
the captives of the earlier sieges, but 
stood steadfast to their faith in Babylon, 
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aration of the brain and lips. But most 
of our American girls, nay, all of them, 
God is surely needing right now to be 
as fine and pure and str in all wo- 
manliness as Esther was for her own 
time and place,“and to be as willing to 
consecrate that womanliness to his call 
as Esther was,—never to surrender it 
for mere popularity, nor to abuse it by 
affecting the mannishness so fashionable 
just now, when smoking, swearing, gam- 
bling are common among girls, and even 
their dress shows a tendency to blur if 
not to erase all outward lines between 
the sexes. 

God needs men, true men, but he needs 
more women who are all-womanly, — 
girls who “purpose in their hearts” that 
they will be what God meant them to be 
and will give into his service, especially 
in home-making, their Christian woman- 
hood. There will be plenty of things to 
resist, in such a purpose, things as tempt- 
ing as were “the king’s dainties” to the. 
boy Daniel; and maybe some dangers 
as real as were Daniel’s lions, too, or: 
the wrath of Ahasuerus when his court 
rules were set aside, but the same God 
who supplied courage then will as surely 
supply your Mary and Frances and Mar- 





| garet if they will give themselves, with- 


Daniel and Ezekiel were among | 


Daniel attaining leadership there during , 


three reigns. 

(2) Restoration, after seventy years, 
began under the leadership of Zerub- 
babel, continued under Ezra, was com- 
pleted under Nehemiah. : 
tween Zerubbabel and Ezra (sixty- years’ 
interval) occurred the saving of her 
race by Esther. 

The prophets of the restoration were 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Of 


course some of these details cannot be, . 


or have not yet been, settled to every- 
/body’s satisfaction, but we should try to 
establish an intelligent working knowl- 
_edge of them with our girls. 

2. Such an outline places the leaders 
before the class, in correct order, leaving 
time free to discuss the secret of their 
feadership under such terrible condi- 
tions. 

3. Note first that six of the list were 
prophets, one was a teacher or scribe, 
one a girl-queen, two were public “offi- 


cials,” as we would phrase it.now. Ask 
- the girls to classify the ten narhes, and 


then to choose a favorite among them, 
and tell, briefly, why the choice appeals 
to her — what qualities of strength they 
find and admire in their favorites. 

Different combinations of fine traits 
we find in each one, but do we not 
find in all 2 God-given courage after 
they had given themselves, without res- 
ervation, to the trust God had first given 
them? Their trusts differed according 
to their talents —God did not ask the 
girl-queen to advise kings, as Daniel 
did; nor to rebuild the walls of Jeru- 
salem, as Nehemiah did; nor even to 
teach his law, as Ezra did; but only to 
use for him, in the place where she was, 
in the way that she could, her one “tal- 
ent” of womanly beauty—but their 
courage was always. equal to their tasks. 
Think them through and see. 

And note how large a part prayer 
“had, as a channel for such courage, in 
each life, from Jeremiah through to Ne- 
hemiah. Can your girls turn to some key 
verses, marked in their Bibles, showing 
the courage that came through prayer 
for the great moments in these heroic 
lives? 
whole-hearted purpose to accept the God- 
given work? 

4. And now for a quiet, frank talk 
as to what God is asking girls to do to- 
day — days which are surely difficult 
enough to call for heroism in serving 
him like unto Jeremiah’s and Ezra's. 


Some he may be calling to tasks as 
active as Nehemiah’s —let them remem- 
ber his constant prayer-life. Some, oh, 
many, he needs for work like Ezra’s — 
let them also “set their hearts” to seek 
and do God’s law before and as they 
teach it. The unconscious teaching of 
the life is far beyond the conscious prep- 


| 


| 


Probably be-| 


|! hour that will make Review Les-on a 


| the type of question recommended for 
| the test, with the missing words added 





out reservation, to him. And what girl 
who knows Jesus Christ wants an easy | 
task for and with him? 


Home Study 
Read of Jesus’ courage in .Luke 9: 
om. and then God's promise in Psalm 
126, 


Decatur, Ga. 
Ye 


From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How. the Lesson is Taught This Week 


An “entrarice exams” test to help 


sharpen the ‘boys’ memories. 











And then these thet slow. the} other side, and so on down both lines 


‘UST as “Commencement” comes at 
the end of thé school. year, so can 
‘the “entrance examination” be made 
to help rivet down some of the main 
thoughts of the Quarter: before you pass 
over to the New Testament. 

Falling, as this Review Sunday does, 
just.a week ahead of Rally Day, the 
boys may welcome the chance to build 
up class attendance right away, and thus | 
“celebrate” for -two weeks, instead of | 
only one. 

Try putting this attendance problem 
up to a small but dependable committee 
and see: whether they won’t work out 
a plan that will fill the classroom. Then 
you will have the setting for a study 


thing of real action and real interest. 

_ Write a cet of sentences, each apply- 
ing to one of the lessons of the Quar- 
ter; make up a good supply, so you will 
be sure to have a different question for 
each boy. 

The sentences are not to be complete: 
the object of the “examina‘ion” is to 
get the boys to supply the missing 
words correctly. Let those who will 
carry home their Quarterlies a week 
ahead: encourage them to re-~ead care- 
fully all the lessons of the three mon hs 
by way of preparation. 

Writ: the questions on separate slips. 
mix them up thoroughly,’ turned face 
down, and pass them around in a hat, 
so every one will have an equal chance 
at “hard” and “easy” ones Get the 
boys lined up or divided into two equal 
groups; then start with boy Number One| 
on one side, then Number One on the! 


alternately. The following will suggest 


in parentheses for your guidance: 

Daniel, a prisoner in the city of ( Bab- 
ylon), told the meaning of the king’s 
(dream) after all the “wise men” had 
failed. 

While King Belshazzar and his nobles 
drank wine and feasted in the banquet 
house, there appeared a (hand) that 
(wrote) upon the wall. 

The words written by the hand upon 
the wall of the banquet-house at Bel- 
shazzar’s feast were (“Mene, Mene, 
Tekel, Upharsin”). 





_ Disregarding the orders of King Da- 

rius, jel (opened) his windows 
toward. (Jerusalem) and prayed unto 
God rng | times daily. 

Though Daniel spent a whole night 
locked up in the (den) of (lions), Cod 
poesteves his life and delivered him un- 

urt 


Daniel’s whole splendid life illustrates 
again the truth of the old proverb, 
“(one) with God is a Kuiptorsty)." 

Desiring to rebuild their (temple) at 
Jerusalem, a company of the Jews re- 
turned there from Babylon, carrying 
with them “the (vessels) of the house 
of the Lord.” 

When the rebuilding at Jerusalem was 
finished, one of the leaders, named 
(Ezra), called the people together to 
hear the reading of the book of ‘the 
law of (Moses). 

When the people heard the reading of 
the words of the law that Ezra read, 
many of them (wept); but: Ezra said, 
“Mourn not, for the joy of the Lord is 
your (strength).” . 

Queen (Esther) was a noble Jewish 
girl whose faithfulness to her God led 
to the saving of the lives of all her 
people. 3 

Mordecai’s words to Queen Esther: 
“Who knoweth whether thou art not 
come to the (kingdom) for such a 
(time). as this?” reminds us that God 


{may send us our “big opportunity” at 


any time. 

hen Ezra led the second group of 
ages back to Jerusalem from (Babylon) 
e refused the protection of a band of 


(soldiers) offered by the king. 


One of the greatest leaders in rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem was named 
(Nehemiah). The (enemies) of the 
Jews made fun of their work, but their 
leaders said, “Our God shall fight for 
us. 

The lessons of this Quarter have told 
the story of the Exile of the Israelites 
in (Babylon), and of their later return 
to (Jerusalem). 

The last. lesson of this Quarter is 
about (Malachi), who called upon his 
people to (return) to God. 

Give each boy a full minute to recite. 
A correct answer entitles him to .move 
to the top of the line. If unable to 
answer, he must go to the foot until 
every one has recited. Then give each 
an additional’ fifteen seconds’ “try” at 
his own ‘question. If he cannot answer, 
give the next boy in the line the chance 
to recite, or call upon others. Try to 


| get all the blanks filled correctly before 


the end of the recitation. 

Allowing five points for each ques- 
tion answered in full the first time, or 
two points for each word supplied cor- 
rectly, will add rivalry and increase in- 
terest in many classes. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 

_ What great work was John the Bap- 
tirt sent into the world to do? 

_Does God plan out in advance the 
life-work of each of us as completely 
as. verses 13-17 show he had planned 
out the life of John? Why? 

‘. What ways have we of knowing God’s 
purposes and plans for our lives? 

If it were A. D. 1922 insttad of 7 B. C., 
and if you were-speaking as the angel 
spoke to Zacharias (vs. 14-17), present- 
ing a younger boy with six gifts that 
would stay with him through life, what 
wou'd the: six be? 

Hupson, Onto. 
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The Old Mackinaw Deer 
tnat Laughed 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


F COURSE we do not know posi- 

tively that the deer laughed at Mr. 
Overton and Mr. Larzalere one time in 
Old Mackinaw, but we believe that he 
did; if he didn’t he lost a good chance, 
that’s all. 


friends who lived in 
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It happened this way: Mr. Overton 
and Mr. Larzalere were neighbors and 
Old Mackinaw in 
the not so | ago before the woods 
had to retreat farther and farther back 
from the little village on the wide blue 
straits, to leave hore room for summer 
cottages. It was in the autumn, when 
hunters came from far away to go deer- 
hunting. 

_Mr. Overton and Mr. Larzalere de- 
cided to go hunting, too. First they 
talked about it whenever they met at 
the post-office and places like that, and 
evenings when they went to visit each 
other. They cleaned their rifles and 
dusted their red caps, and at last they 
fared forth together one frosty morning 
in the early dawn, to shoot a deer. Their 
families expected tc have venison, which 
As deer-meat, for dinner that night, but 
they didn’t have venison that night, nor 
m7 night afterwards that season. 

he two hunters went into the woods 
day after day and came home with noth- 
ing but stories to tell about a certain 
deer that they foilowed and followed 
hour. after hour, in vain. Children used 
to gather round. the hunters: while they 


_cleaned their guns, and listen to the 


stories. Mr, Larzalere would tell about 
how he “sighted the deer,” and Mr. 
Overton would tell about how he “sighted 
that. deer”! but never, never did . those 
two huntérs shoot the deer and bring 
him home for dinner. 

At last the thing happened that made 
the village children laugh and made their 
fathers and mothers laugh, too. 

In the early, early pink dawn of the 
morning after the first fall of snow, and 
you must remember that this is a true 
story, the deer came to town before 
the hunters had eaten their breakfast. 

The deer went first to Mr. Larzalere’s 
house and looked in at the front win- 
dow. Before Mrs. Larzalere could call 
Mr. Larzalere and he could snatch his 
rifle, the deer had gone leaping and 
bounding across the clearing to give Mr. 
Overton a great surprise. 

Mr. Overton wasn’t out of bed when 
the deer called to see him, and he just 
couldn’t get to the door with his rifle 
in time to invite that deer in to stay to 
breakfast. Afterwards, before the sun 
had melted the snow, it was easy: to 
follow the ¢zer’s tracks from the forest 
to the two houses and back into the 
woods. f 

No wonder that all the laughing vil- 
lage believed that the deer laughed too. 


MAckINAW City, Mic#. 





The Young People’s 
- Prayer-Meeting * 
By Bessie E Stockwell 





October 1. Better Work. Rom. 12: 9-11. 
(Consecration meeting. Rally Day sug- 
gested.) 

October 8 The Folly of Procrastination. 
Eccl. 9: 10. 

October 15. True Patriotism: What It Is 


and Does. Isa. 1 : 16-20. (Citizenship Day.) 
October 22. Reverence and Worship. Psa. 
111 : I-10. 


Sunday, September 24 


How Can We Help Foreign Mission 
Work? (isa. 6 : 1-8) 
(Missionary Meeting) 

Mon.—Helping By Prayer (2 Cor. 1 : 8-11). 
“The Church has not yet discovered, and 
still less begun to realize, the limitless 
possibilities of intercession.” The living 
God works as we pray. Have we “limited 
the Holy One of Israel’’? 

Tues.—By Gifts (Phil. 4: 10-19). “Go ye” is 
Christ’s command. The least we can do is 
to take good care of our substitute. How 
much a little package, a letter, or a dol- 
lar may mean when the postman arrives 
over there. 

Wed.—By Becoming Missionaries (Mark 16: 
15). “Some of you people at home do not 
know what you are missing by not being 
out here as missionaries. There is not a 
finer life anywhere. It is all compensations 
and big rewards. There are no drawbacks, 
only enormous advantages,” testifies a 
missionary. 

Thurs.—By Letter-Writing (Rev. 2: 1-3). 
“Waken me if the (fortnightly) postman 
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comes in the night,” pleaded a young mis- 
sionary. She nearly ruined her makeshift 
bed springing out at two o’clock in the 
morning to read the longed-for home let- 
ters. What if there had been none! 

Fri—By Encouragement (Isa. 41 : 13-20). “I 
want a word of cheer. I want to get close 
to Him and serve him*better, but to what 
earthly friend can I go?” reads a letter 
from a young Ohio Christian. How much 
greater the need of encouragement to 
those surrounded by heathen. 

Sat.—By ing New Fields (2 Cor. 10 : 14- 
18). “Retrench!” is the cry of the denom- 
inations divided as to the fundamentals of 
Christian faith. “Forward!” is the eager 
watchword of interdenominational faith 
boards. God is opening new fields to those 
who refuse to compromise in their teach- 
ing of the true Godpel. 


IGHTY young women in a Sunday- 
school class prayed earnestly semi- 
weekly that God would use them. In 
one year five of their number went to 
foreign mission fields and six thousand 
dollars went through their treasury to 
various mission boards. Volunteers and 
dollars are still going from the- same 
source, still backed by much prayer. 
few girls met weekly praying that 
the door to the Sudan might open for 
one of their number. “Get ready!” di- 
rected the Sudan Interior Mission. 
“Give us three hundred dollars and more 
for her outfit,” they prayed again. The 
three hundred soon came,, while the 
“and more” was supplied by another 
group stirred up by the first—to say 
nothing of afi uncounted variety of ex- 
tras from different sources. “Protect 
her,” was the next plea, word soon 
arriving of no Sseasickness, deliverance 
from poisonous reptiles and insects, and 
pther evidences of divine care. 
How can we help foreign missions? 
Down on our knees, and expecting the 
Almighty to work while we’ pray. Then 


Of . grace. 
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correspond with a live missionary and 
hold him up constantly before the throne 
Information and prayer, a 
oal for sacrificial giving (and the giv- 
ing of others throug we}, constant soul- 
winning aon our part, will lead to the 
a of a self-hating, God-cleansed Isaiah, 
“Here am I; send me.” We may all go 
somewhere with Jesus. f 

“If the situation now confronting the 
church throughout the world does not 
lead men to larger consecration and to 
prompt and aggressive effort, it is diffi- 
cult to imagine what more God can do 
to move the church to perform its mis- 
sionary duty unless it be to bring upon 
it some great calamity,” wrote John R. 
Mott in 1910. Have the awful revolts 
against Christianity abroad, together 
with the appalling apeotay in the home 
church come because we have failed to 
hasten the Good News in order that we 
may bring back the King? ; 


What. foreign mission work is our 
denomination doing?— Write to your 
denominational board or ask your pas- 
tor. If the work is being diminished 
pray for conviction of sin and a revival 
in your denomination, that the work of 
Christ may be furthered. 


How can we increase per capita con- 
tribution?—Reading letters from the 
field and praying that you may attain a 
certain goal in missionary giving will 
help increase the giving and the interest 
in missions, 


Does God call us to the foreign field? 
Why? Why not?—His last command 
was “Go ye.” It is ours not to ask why, 
but to obey. If we do not know where 
to go just spend an hour with God! 
He knows whether our field is in the 
homeland or abroad. 


Norwoop, On10. 
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i ‘ e, t ¥ husteda 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 
Consulting General Secretary for Life of the 
International Sunday School Association 


New York—Our church is beginning to 
plan a modern church school building, which 
we expect to erect in the near future. We 
are located in a suburb of a city of 300,000 
in which substantial working people are liv- 
ing. Our church membership is 650, and the 
school membership is a little more. . I should 
like eto know what is considered a modern 
church school building. I know about what 
we want, but I may not be as familiar with 
the possible development of the church 
school work as I should be, and therefore 
might not wisely.plan for the future.—J. M. P. 
is REGARD to housing: the Sunday- 

school, the generally accepted ideal 
for a building is that it should be so 
constructed’ that the. various depart- 
ments can, for the most part, hold their 
sessions from beginning to end by. them- 
selvés. Nevertheless there is‘a sort of 
rebound now to the idea that the vari- 
ous departments of a given division 
should have their rooms so arranged that 
they can have an assembly of their own 
whenever they desire it; for. example, 
the Children’s Division, composed of the 
four departments of the Cradle_ Roll, 
Beginners, Primary, and Junior. It is 
evident that these departments will ac- 
complish the best results Ordinarily if 
they can hold their entire sessions sep- 
arately. (Of course it is understood 
that the Cradle Roll is not in attendance, 
except in some schools a few of the 
older members are present, and a room 
is often. provided for them.) It is not 
necessary that these rooms be so ad- 
justed as to be opened into one, and yet 
it is better to avoid going to a remote 
part of the building for their assembly. 
Many of the modern Sunday-school 
architects are providing for this by heavy 
folding partitions that accomplish the 
result in an admirable way. 

Practically all of the denominations 
now issue booklets on this subject, and 
it is suggested that those who are inter- 
ested write to the headquarters of their 


various denominations, and they will no 


will serve as a basis for all future church 





doubt receive helpful literature. 

{In the Church and Sunday-school 
Supply and Equipment Number of The 
Sunday School Times, the issue of Oc- 
tober 14, and in the succeeding issue, 
of October 21, it is planned to publish 
the history of an architectural compe- 
tition between five of the leading archi- 
tects of this country, for providing a 
model church school building for the 
First Baptist Church, of Knoxville, Tenn. 
The successful plans and specifications 


school buildings of the Southern Bap- 
tists—The Editor.} 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 





We are urged by our denominational Sun- 
day-school leaders to organize a permanent 
teacher-training class or department in the 
school. I can see that we might have enough 
students to. take one class through the 
course, but is it possible in a small school 
to make the class permanent? 


E KNOW of many-schools large | 
and small that have a cOntinuous’ 
teacher-training class. New students are | 
admitted at the beginning of a new sec- | 
tion of the course of study or at the | 
regular promotion period of the school. | 
In some schools the pupils of about | 
sixteen or seventeen years of age have | 
the option of either entering the teacher- 
training class or the class studying the 
Graded or Uniform Lessons of that pe-| 
riod. In other schools all the pupils | 
take the training course at these ages. 
The taking of examinations, however, is 
made optional. 

The pastor of a church. of average size 
in a small town is now teaching his thir- 
teenth consecutive teacher-training class, 
and has students to graduate in the 
course Of a year. 


— 


ae enn ee en a en 


I have a teacher-training class of eight 
members, and we will soon ready for 
the first examination. I write to inquire 
whether the names must be sent in before 
Se mee: papers are sent to me?— 


T IS desirable to send the class enrol- 

ment to the State Sunday School As- 
sociation or the denominational Sunday 
School Board as soon as possible after 
the class is organized. This will supply 
the headquarters with needed informa- 
tion, and will put the class at once in 
touch with the agency from which you 
will have guidance throughout the 
course. The fact of the official enro!- 
ment will also bring incentive to study 
to the pupils, who will then know that 
their names are registered with the 
many thousands who are pledged to train 
for Christian service. : 

As your. class has not been enrolled it 
will well to secure an enrolment 
blank and fill it out and return it as early 
as possible. If the class is now read 
for the first examination you may as 
for the test ponerse at once. The en- 
rolment and the examination papers may 
be mailed by you at one time. 


e. 
Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairmaa of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 


I am just disheartened. I can remember 
the time when at every district, county, or 
state convention we would have a fine Home 
Department Conference, with inspirational ad- 
dresses and a_full hour for questions. We 
(the Visitors and I) always came home with 
new ideas, inspired and ready to go to work, 
and I know we were greatly helped by these 
means. Since the Home Department has 
been ‘under the adult superintendent, it is 
absolutely ignored, and it seems as though 
there is a determined effort to sidetrack if 
not to destroy this fine work. I am clean 
discouraged. You know our. department is 
one of the largest in the state, and we need 
help continually, if we are to keep it up. 
Surely we are not getting any help at the 
conventions any more. I am asking you as 
an International worker for a frank reply. 
Is the department.out of date, or do you 
think it has lost its usefulness, or what is 
the matter? I should surely like to come 
to Philadelphia and talk this thing over 


with you.—Discouraged. 


5 Ee Home Department has not lost 
its usefulness nor:its blessed. oppor- 
tunity of service. * If anything;: both of 
these are greatly increased as. the need 
of the home becomes more apparent. At 
our last annual Home Department recep- 
tion, in October, 1921, the Sunday-school 
superintendent of our church made the 
statement publicly that it was perhaps 
the -most important department in Our 
school, and that he thanked God that 
it had become one of the most vital 
factors in our church and Sunday-school. 
Another official at the same reception 
stated that the Home Department had 
the finest and most complete organiza- 
tion in the whole church, while the pas- 
tor said that he would not remain pas- 
tor of a church which failed to make 
use of an up-to-date Home Department. 
So much for my own department. 

I am more convinced than ever before 
that the opportunity for the Home De- 


| partment for service to the home is at 


yet but dimly recognized by our Sunday- 
school leaders and that at a time when 
the need of ‘the-home is so overwhelm- 
ingly apparent, when government offi- 
cials, leaders of civic organizations, po- 
litical speakers, charity workers, prison 
authorities and most religious organiz- 
ations unite in declaring that the most 
serious problem of to-day is the religious 
problem of the home 

We (the Sunday-school workers) say, 
“The home is God’s first and holiest 
school”; “The greatest need of a nation 
is Christian homes”; “The solution of 
the problem of the childhood of America 
is the solution of the problem of the 
home.” At all our conventions we hang 
banners bearing these sentiments, and we 
nod our approval at them. We seem to 
be able to deceive ourselves that these 
sentiments will in some miraculous man- 
ner solve the problem of our homes, 
while if we really believed them to be 
true, we would all of us feel as you 
do, greatly discouraged. 

If there is any truth in any of these 
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statements, we ought at least to give the 
Home Department an opportunity to 
prove what it could do, if for one quad- 
rennium it became the department sched- 
uled for — promotion, with a paid 
full-time International Superintendent, 
provided with the best advertisement ma- 
terial, given the greatest publicity, se- 
curing for its use the best convention 
talent, in other words, given the same 
chance afforded to the Adult Class and 
the Young People’s Departments. No 
one can say what the Home Department 


could do until it has had an equal chance - 


= other agencies in the Sunday-school 
eld. « 

To the local Sunday-school worker, 
the convention is a measuring rod. Those 
departments which are emphasized and 
made prominent at the state convention 
are usually made equally prominent in 
county and district conventions, and 
finally brought back with the delegate to 
the local school as the thing cae man 
be done. The best method, therefore, 
of rousing a new interest in. the Home 
Department is to secure a place on the 
program of every district, county, and 
state institute and convention, and to 
keep it prominently before the Sunday- 
school constituency, both in public gath- 
erings, in the press, and in the activities 
of the local church and school. It would 
seem that what we need is a “Home Di- 
vision,” which shall cover all the great 
problems with which the home is con- 
fronted. Rot 3 , 

It was my privilege to spend two weeks 
at Ellis Island before Christmas as part 
of a special study of immigration which 
I am making, with reference to.the class 
of immigration that is now coming to 
America. I was oppressed with a Feel. 
ing of apprehension for Christian Amer- 
ica as I watched these people coming 
with alien ideas and religton. If America 
is to remain a ‘Christian country, she 
must, as in no former age ‘of her ex- 


istence, look carefully to her foundations.’ 


Let us pray that a new vision may come 
to’ us which shall send us encouraged, 
inspired, and determined to maké this de- 
paftment in our. Sunday-school, play-. its 
full part, in. our day and .generation,, in 
making. America-:a .nation..of. Christian 
Homes. 2 tie acd sectcyetan Elid 

The following resolutions . were ;sent 
to:the members of the International i. 
ecutive Committee some time’ago: 
Resolved: ~ * es 

1. That we urge that necessary steps 
te taken for the creation of'a Fifth Di- 
vision, to bé known as “The Home Di- 


vision.” “In this Division to bé placed? ’ 


(1) The Home Department; with care- 
fully preparéd plans for the study of 
God’s Word, so arranged as to meet the 
needs of all ages. ~ 

' (2) Family . Worship, with definite 
plans. for observation- and promotion. 

(3) Parents’ Department, with clear 
outline of Such simple plans as can be 
put into operation by the average Sun- 
day-school for the training of Christian 
parenthood: *  * ° : 

(4). Purity Department, with plans for 
the study of the truths of life and mor- 
ality and with simple plans for the teach- 
ing of “Self Knowledge” in the hoine. 

(5) The Cradle Roll. 

(6) Department of Training of work- 
ers for this Division. 

This step has been discussed with de- 
nominational leaders and associational 
workers, and been heartily approved. It 
would unify all efforts now being made 
by Sunday-school Associations in the in- 


terest of the home. It would present a « 


comprehensive plan at any convention for 
the presentation in one conference ses- 
sion of all the questions concerning the 
home. 

It would secure the attendance of 
workers, who feel that the various inter- 
ests of the home are now scattered over 
so many different department confer- 
ences that it is impossible to get the 
needed help and information. As a con- 
ference worker of seventeen years’. ex- 
perience, I know this is our greatest 
weakness. It would be a distinct ad- 
vantage to the publishers, as material 
could be provided for a whole division 
in one publication, which would add em- 
phasis and importance to this Division, 


(Continued on the next page) 
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Lesson for September 24 
Review 


A Sure Income for Life 
The principal | 
afterwards to 
be used solely 


for free BIBLE 
distribution. 








Send us your age and also the 
amount you may wish to. invest and 
we will mail you,without obligation, a 
specimen ANNUITY BOND, giving 
full particulars. 


New York Bible Society 
5 East 48th St., New York. 


Work maintained since 1809 © 


(Lyrite for is Booklet 


It tells how you 
may secure an in- 
come that cannot 

shrink; how you 

may execute 

your own will; 

how you may 

create atrust 

fund; how you may give 

generously withouthardship. 

‘It describes the annuity bond, a safe; 

convenient, and productive invest- 

ment which promotes afundamental 

Christian enterprise. Endorsed by 
all denominations. 

Write for Booklet 18 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible Heuse, Astor Place, New York 
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Tye Sanday School Gees: 


Philadelphia, September 9, 1922 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and! 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and! 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° sepagate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


Year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
* copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Home Department Questions 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


and recommend such publication to a 
large group of workers, as those inter- 
ested in any of these departments must 
of necessity be interested in all the prob- 
lems of the home. 

It would give one person in each state, 
as superintendent of the Home Divi- 
sion, the promotion of all departments 
dealing directly with the home, thus uni- 
fying the efforts in each state and elim- 
inating the confusion which now exists. 


Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by Hugh Cork 
Ways of Working 1 ow of 
The Sunday School Times 
In your recent, prize contests, was the in- 
terest confined to any one section of the 
country? Were those who sent in manu- 
scripts from large or small schools? In 
city or country communities? 

N ALL there were received two hun- 

dred and forty-four manuscripts, from 
readers living in thirty-nine different 
states, and five Canadian provinces. 
The only states from which there 
were, nO contestants are: Arkansas, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, 
and Wyoming. Pennsylvania led with 
fifteen writers, Illinois had eleven, and 
Iowa had nine. The state of Georgia 
had five writers, two of whom received 
prizes. The others were divided among 
twenty-six states and five provinces. 

Judging from the letters received the 
majority of the two hundred and forty- 
four writers were either from country 
Sunday-schools or small schools in town 
or city. 

It is very remarkable how uniformly 
high -grade*“the work is, so much so 
that The Sunday School Times has paid 
‘for quite a number to use in its columns 
and also probably to compile in two er 
three books. This material does not comé 
from “experts” who have diplomas from 
training schools, but from ordinary 
folks who have taken long and hard 
courses in the schools of practise and 
experience, and will therefore prove very 
valuable. 





What suggestions have you to keep up the 
interest in men’s organized classes ?7—J. M. S. 

O MEET this need as well as all 

other needs in the Sunday-school, 
have a “Workers’ Library.” In this li- 
brary be sure to have the follqwing| J© 
books: “Five Hundred Ways to Help 
Your Church” ($2), by Wolcott; “The 
Idea] Adult Class” (65 cts.), by Pearce; 
“The How Book” (75 cts.), by’ Hud- 
son, and “How to Build Up an Adult 
Bible Class” (40 cts.), by Moninger. 
These books will give you very many 
helpful suggestions, and can be _ pur- 
chased from your denominational head- 
aes or The Sunday School Times 
ompany, Philadelphia. 


| The New Thought for Children 


(Continued from page 531) 


The child who attends the Children’s 
Church will therefore receive a training 
similar in many respects to the Unitarian 
and the Christian Scientist, although 
New Thought differs from each of 
these. He will necessarily learn to be 
selfish, for the cultivation of his own 
mind will be his chief concern; help- 
fulness and soul-winning will be sec- 
ondary considerations. He will have a 
great temptation to become sordid, for 
the greater- his mind-development (ac- 
cording to this theory) the more mate- 
rial benefits will he be able to command. 
His religion will consist of getting, not 
giving. He will not be a Christian in 
any sense as the Word of God teaches. 

For the protection of children every- 
where, we should know that “New 
Thought Centers” and “Homes of 
Truth,” often small, but always active, 
are in all of our large cities and many 
of our smaller ones, each with its Sun- 
day-school and its Good Words Clubs 
for children and adults, and each watch- 
ing with interest the Children’s Church 
in Los Angeles. We should know, too, 










More Interest in Church Clubs 


The church equipped with a Balopti- 
con can have instructive and entertain- 
ing illustrated talks. Everybody likes 
pictures—especially when they are 
. shown enlarged and clear on a screen 


by th 
oe BAUSCH & LOMB BALOPTICON 
The Perfect Stereopticon 


Any opaque subject that will ft in the large object holder can be shown. The Combined 

projects p post cards, maps, colored prints, specimens, etc., 
as well as slides. Be sure 9 your projection lantern is a Bausch & Lomb Balop- 
ticon with the powerful, gas-filled Mazda lamp which runs itself. 


Write for descriptive literature with prices 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL COMPANY 
527 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 
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that New Thought literature, pleasantly 
sedgictive, has a large circulation in this 
“Wee Wis- 





De Long— 


courtry and also abroad. 
d t thly for chil- Pp 
dom” isan attractive monthly for il] Church Pews 


young people and adults, to say nothing “Best by Test” 


se ese wg ge bt WRITE 

ave we taken the trouble to inquire 

why the little boy and girl who live DE LONG FURNITURE CO. 
around the corner from our church are Dept.—S. 5. T. 


not enrolled in our Sunday-school or 
regularly attending some other? If not, 
we ag be pos — a Chil- 
dren’s New Thought Church in our own 

neighborhood, for Christianity’s neglect 
is New Thought’s opportunity. Church Organ Ss 
Los Ancztes, Cat. Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
w : Grade Only. Established 1827. 


The Little Sermon Main Office and Works “°"t.5.°°" 
(Continued from page 532) Hook & Has tings Co. 


and the voice of words; which voice they eaasionms: 
that heard entreated that the word should | 9 poston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Loulsville, Dallas 


not be spoken to them any more,” In 
BRONZE 742121 


other words, the friendship proffered] = 
by God to Israel, with its sweet and holy 
Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 


intercourse, was flatly refused and re- 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


jected. The children of Israel wanted 
PULPITS 


God to provide for them food to eat 
Chairs, Tabies, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates.etc. 


and water to drink; a cloud to protect 
W 23 Park Place, 
Globe Furniture Company, 73,7 5°* fon: 


Witherspoon Building, Phila., Pa. 



































them from midday. sun and’ midnight 
moon and to lead them by sure paths; 
and above oll, invincible strength when 
they met their enemies. But as for face 
to face gazing, heart to heart talking, 
communion deep and lasting, they would 
have none of it. God would; but they 
would not. 

It is hard to determine just why Israel 
drew back from Jehovah as they did. 
But possibly a hint of this is obtained 
from that short phrase in our text, 
“out of the midst of the fire.” Fire is 
light, and light is illuminating, revealing, 
consuming. It may be then that the peo- 
ple preferred darkness rather than light, 
themselves as they were rather than 
themselveS as God required them to be. 
And if this was the cause of their shrink- 
ing back from deity, how pitiable, how 
pathetically pitiable, it was. God longed 
to bring them near that he might make 
them like himself; they preferred to 
stand afar off that they might remain 
like themselves. And hence all inter- 
course was gone. Jehovah continued to 
deal with them as: his children, giving 
them their daily bread and supplying 
their other daily needs. But his heart, 
perforce, was closed, and he had to re- 
main an uncommunicating, lonely, and 
disappointed God. 

Is any of this true of us? Are we 
afraid of the God of fire? Must he 
remain lonely and disappointed because 
we will not leap up and go to him where 
and as he is? It is terrible to hold our- 
selves back from One who is so good 
and who. longs to make us good! Oh, for 
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List of thousands of churches using our cups and Free 
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Make Your Offerings Larger 
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“THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION” 


JAMES H. McCONKEY’S LATEST BOOK 


Is the last book of the Bible a difficult one for 
you? Here is a little book written to help you 
understand it Short, concise, simple. 30,000 
copies printed since last summer To do 
the most possible good it is sent entirely 
free, postpaid. Address, Silver Publishing 
Co, Dept. S., Bessemer Bidg.. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


STREET CAR MINISTRY 


PREACHING THE GOSPEL TO MILLIONS 


by means of Text Cards in street. cars. It 
cost only 2c a day —$7.20 a year to sup- 
port one of these preachers. Every Chris- 
tian should have part in this service. Full 
information and samples of Gospel litera- 
ture free. 


Street Car Ministry, 533 Chestnut St., Phila. 
































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Comforting Thoughts from Spurgeon 


N PLACE of the usual “Prayer Sug 

gestions” this week, a few carefu Wy 
selected paragraphs from Charles 
Spurgeon are presented, nearly all con- 
taining incentives to prayer. The follow- 
ing paragraph was made to the writer 
a sweet assurance a few months ago: 

“Jesus cah raise us up to health, to 
hope, to happiness. He has often done 
so under former trials, and he is the 
same Saviour, and will repeat his deeds 
of lovingkindness. We who are to-day 
bowed down and sorrowful shall yet be 
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Alexander’s Hymns No.4 


The masterpiece of Mr. Alexan- 
der’s career upon which he was 
working at the time ot his death. 
Songs for every church use, all 
soundly evangelical 256 pages— 
sto os .» many of ay pow. 
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Cloth, net soc ; $45 per hundred 
This is an ideal 
book for Sunday 
evening, evangelical meetings, and Bible confer- 
ences. Manila, net asc; $17.50 per hundred. Re- 
turnable copies to song Committees on request. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMP ANY 
Room 600, 29 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Il. 














PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


é 
$1.00 Down and $1.00 %"..., 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, fl 


set on high, and those who now mock 
at us shall be greatly ashamed. What 
an honor to be raised up by the Lord! 
It is worth while to be bowed down 
‘that we may experience his upraising 
power.” 


—_—- 


| September 18 to 24 


Mon.—Ezekiel 3 : 16-21. 
Ezekiel the Watchman. 

Ezekiel was more than a mere watch- 
man;he wasa warding watchman, warn- 
ing the righteous as well as the wicked. 
Ezekiel’s prophecy is one of the most 
neglected and yet one of the most im- 

ortant of the Old Testament, prophet- 
ically and practically. 

“Too many are silent because diffident, 
if not cowardly. Shouid we allow the 
name of the Lord Jesus to be kept in 
‘the background? Should our religion 
drag along as a tail? (Deut. 28:13. 
Should it not rather lead the way -wit 
ourselves and others?” Let us pray. 


Tues.—Daniel 6 : 4-16. 
. Daniel the Courageous. 
“Three times a day . . . gave thanks,” 
although under disfavor, “as he di 
aforetime” under the king’s favor. 
There were human clouds hovering near, 
but no cloud between Daniel and God. 
He was “found” faithful and faultless 
(v. 4), praying and praising (vs. 10, 
I1), innocent and safe (vs. 22, 23). 
“Remember how Daniel came out of 
the lions’ den, and the three holy chil- 
dren out of the fiery furnace. Yours is 
not so desperate a case as theirs; but 
if it were, the Lord would bear you 
through, and make you more than a con- 
queror. Fear to fear. Be afraid to be 
afraid.” Let us pray. 


Wed.—Esther 4:16 to 5:3. 
| Esther the Noblehearted. 
Mordecai without Esther would have 
failed. Esther without Mordecai would 
| have failed. And both would have failed 
| except for prayer (v. 16). “If two of 
you agree” (Matt. 18:19). Nothing can 
| stand against the agreeing people of God. 
“Suppose we go to Jesus now about 
the evils of to-day. He will not refuse 
us audience. Those of us who have often 
been, and those of us who have never 
gone before—let us go together, and 
| we shall see that he will not shut. the 
door of his | yes in the face of any 
one of us.” Let us pray. 


Thurs.—Ezra 7: 6-10. Ezra the Scribe. 


“To seek,” “to do,” “to teach” (v. 10). 
In other words, Know, practise, instruct. 
How logical the order! We cannot con- 
vincingly teach God’s law if we do not 
practise it, and we cannot practise it if 
we do not know it. But first of all 
Ezra “prepared his heart.” 

“Are youa oan -«t the Lord, and 
are you just now in danger? Yow are 
immortal till your work is done. If 
the Lord has more witness for you to 
bear, you will live to bear it. ho is 
he that can break the vessel that the Lord 
intends again to use?” Pray and praise. 


Fri.—Nehemiah 4 : 7-28. 
Nehemiah the Builder. 














When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





“Be not ye afraid . .... remember the 
Lord” (v. 14).. Nehemiah was fighting 
against tremendous odds (at least‘so it 








seemed), but not against overwhelming 
odds; for they that were for him were 
more than they that were against him. 

“Did you think you. were cast off? 
(Lam. 3:31.) Why did you think so 
evil of the Lord who has betrothed you 
to himself? Cast off such thoughts, and 
never let them lodge in your soul again. 
‘The Lord hath not cast away his. peo- 
ple which he foreknew’ (Rom. 11:2).” 
Sat.—Psalm 19:7-14. The Law of the Lord. 

George Miiller began each day with 
the Word, reading it until his soul was 
lost in communion with God and: then 
How beautifully. this is ex- 
First the 
law, then 


in prayer. 
emplified in to-day’s reading! 
psalmist meditates upon the 


communes with the Lord; his communion }- 


taking the form of earnést petition. 

“We have God's Sacrifice and God’s 
Word to create within us a sense. of per- 
fect security. He will, he must, pass 
over us, because he spared not our glo- 
rious Substitute. Justice joins hands 
with love to provide everlasting salva- 
tion for all the tlood-sprinkled ones.” 
Let us pray. 


(Lesson for Sept. 24) SEPTEMBER 9, 1922 


Sun.—Psalm 66: 1-5, 16-28. - 
The Goodness of God. 
We are living in*an age when the 
earth is ‘being sin-swept, turmoil-swept, 
greed-swept, pleasure-swept, hatred- 
swept, blood-swept, .sorrow-swept’ but 
the day is coming when all these things 
shall be changed, when. the’ goodness- 
of God will be recognized, and “all the 
earth shall worship thee” (v. 4). 


’ “O Lord, thou triest us indeed! We 
are ready to melt under the fierceness 
of the flame. Still, this is thy way, and 
thy way is the best. Sustain us under 
the trial, and complete the process of our 
purifying, and we will be thine forever 
and ever.” Amen. 
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PROBLEMS OF THE 


Christian College Student. 


IN CONDUCT AND FAITH 





(Revised and enlarged edition) 


1—How Choose a College? 
2—What College Organizations Shall He 


Join? 
3—Shall He Go in for Dramatics? 


By J. A. MORRIS KIMBER, M. A. 


4—Taking Christ Into Amusements 
5—Why Students Lose Their Faith 
6— What Others Can Do. te Help Students 
7— What Students Can Do for elves, 


~. Just the thing for parent, pastor, or Sunday-school teacher to giveto the - 
young college student. 


In attractive booklet form, only 25 cents, postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO.,’ 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





‘Do. You Want 


$200 a Week? 


The Amazing Story of Carl Rowe Who Rose From An 
Income of $50 a Week to $1,000 a Month. 


My name is Rowe—Cari Rowe. I live in a small city 
in New York State. 

I am going to tell you an amazing story about myself. 
It may seem too strange to believe, but you can,easily 
verify everything I have to say 

Two years ago I wds a baker. F 
was Struggling along, trying to 
make the money in my en- 
velope eet the increasing expenses | 
of our family. There was no pros- 
pect for the future. 

Todry. just two years later, I am .- 
a successful business man i have 
plenty of money for all the things 
we need and want. Last month 
mace $876 during my spare time, 
and was able to put $200 a week 
in my savings account 


1 am going to tell you how it hap- 
pene 


Please remember that two years 
ago I had no surplus cash. was 
in the same ;fix as nine out of ten 
other men Expenses were con- 
stantly mounting and my sory, 
although it had increased, cou d 
not keep pace with the cost of liv- 
in My wife had to do without 
things that I knew she ought to 
have. We wanted an automobi:é, but we couldn’t af- 
ford it We wanted.to buy our own home, but we 
couldn’t afford that. . 

It made me desperate to think of what might happen 
if 1 became sick or lost my job. | worried about it, and 
so did my wife. We were living from hand to mouth 
and we didn’t know what calamity and hardships 
might be lurking just around the corner. 
And yet—today—I own our nine-room house. I have 
an antomobile. 1 have money for books, or any other 
pleasures that I may want. [ have the cash today to 
educate my son anc send him through college. 

Here is how it happened. One day in glancing through 
a magazine I read an advertisement. ‘The advertise- 
ment said that any man could make a hundred to three 
hundred dollars a month during his spare time. 

1 didn’t believe it. ‘1 knew that I had worked hard 
eight hours a day for $50.00 a week, and I figured that 
no man could make that much during a couple of 
hours a day spare time. 

But as 1 read that ad 1 found that it pointed to men 
who. had made that much and more. In the last para- 
graph the advertiser offered to send a book..without 
cost. I stiiidoubted. But I thought it was worth a 
two-cent stamp, so! tore out the coupon and put * 
in my pocket and next day on my way home from 
work | mailed it. 

When I look:back:to that day and realize how close I 
came to-passing up that ad,it sends oold chills down 
my spine. If the book had cost me a thousand dol- 


lars instead of a two-ceut stamp, it would still have 





been cheap. All that I have today—an automobile, 
my home,.an established business, a contented: family 
—all these are due to the things | learned by reading 
that little eight-page booklet. 


There is no secret to my success. 3 

have succeeded beyond any dream 

I may have had three years ago and 

1 consider myself an average man. 

1 believe that 1 would be crimi 

selfish if 1 did not tell other 

how I made my success. 

All the work I have done has 
ten. pleasant and easy, and 

' withal, amazingly simple. I am 
the representative in this territory 
for a raincoat manufacturer. The 
booklet that ] read‘was one isswed 
by that company. It tells any mam 
or woman just what it told me. Is 
offers to anyone the same oppor- 
tunity that was offered to me. It 

_ will give to anyone the same suc- 
cess that it has brought to me. 

The Comer Manufacturing Com- 
ny are one of the largest manw- 
cturers of Bipearece raincoats 

on the.market; but they do not sell 

through stores. Fhey sell their coats 
thrqugh local representatives. 

local representative does not have 

All he does is to take orders for 

t profit the same day 
the order is taken Fully half my customers come to 
my nouns to give me their orders. at 
msiness is gro bigger ev: month. 

don’t know how great it will Ww, but there are very 
few business men in this city whose net profit is greater 
than mine, and | can see only unlimited opportunity 
in the future. *e¢*# 8 @ & e 
If you are interested in increasing your income from 
$100 to $1,000 a month and can devote all your time or 
only an hour or soa day to this same proposition im 
your territory, write ‘he Comer Manufacturing Com- 
pany at Dayton,Qhio. Simply sign the attached coupom 
and they will send you the eight-page booklet referred 
to by Mr. Rowe and full details of their remarkable 
proposition. 


e====Cut Out And Maik=-=-=-- 


The Comer Manufacturing Co., Dept. W-62, Dayton, Ohie. 

Gentlemen: Please send me, without obligation om 
my part, copy of your booklet and full details of your 
proposition. 


to buy a stock. i 
Comer raincoats and he gets his 





